
WELCOME 
TO YEAR 5

2021/2022



Year 5 - Teachers 

Mrs Bruce
Yr5 Teacher 

Sycamore Class

Mr Thurgood 
Yr5 Teacher

Redwood Class



Year 5 – Learning Support 
Assistants (LSAs)

Mrs Eels 
LSA

Sycamore Class

Mrs Lyon
LSA

Redwood Class

Miss Wright 
1:1

Redwood Class



Sycamore 
Classroom 

• This is Sycamore classroom. At the front 
of the classroom is the cloak room- this 

• is where you will hang your coat and bag. 
One of the pegs will have your

• name on so you know where to put your 
things.



Redwood 
Classroom 

• This is Redwood classroom. 

• On the left hand side as you enter the 
classroom is the cloakroom. This  is 
where you will hang your coat and bag. 
One of the pegs will have your name on 
so you know where to put your things.



Where will you wait in the morning?

When you arrive in the morning… 

Sycamore                                                                       Redwood                                                                  



What your day will look like

• Arrive by 8:50- Morning work- Arithmetic/Reading/Writing 
skills/Times Tables

• Register and dinner ordering 

• English or Maths 

• Reading session- Fluency/Guided/SSR 

• Break 

• English or Maths

• Lunch 12:30

• Afternoon curriculum session/PE/Swimming/PSHE

• 3:10 Home time 



RESOURCES TO AID 
LEARNING 



Our Learning

Autumn Term

Valorous Vikings

Finding out about the invasions

Debating if they were right or wrong!

Looking at artefacts from the past, what do they tell us 
about people from long ago?



Our Learning

Autumn Term

Dragon’s Den 

What makes a successful product?

Looking at advertising, packaging. 

Surveys, how to attract a buyer. 



Our Learning

Spring Term

Minds of the future

What skills are necessary for a successful career

What skills do we already have?

We will be looking at different careers and how 
people get to where they want to be 



Our Learning

Spring Term

The Glorious Greeks

What impact did the Greek civilisation have on the 
world?



Our Learning

Summer Term

WW2

How does learning about the past shape our moral 

compass about the future?

Outdoor battles and maps. 



Reading at home

• All children are expected to be reading with an adult at home.

• They record what they have read in their reading diaries which 
must be brought in twice a  week to be checked by a member of 
staff- every Monday and Friday.

• There will be rewards for those children who consistently read at 
home and get their reading diaries signed and brought in every 
week!



PE

• PE is normally on the same day every week throughout the year 

• Children need their PE kits with them every day and will be unable 
to take part if they don’t have suitable clothes which would 
otherwise prevent injury. A letter will go home if a pupil fails to 
bring in their kit on a repeated basis.

• PE kits consist of: Green polo shirts, black shorts, plimsolls, trainers 
and jogging bottoms (in colder weather).

• All jewellery worn by children needs to be removed by the child for 
PE for safety reasons. 

• If your child cannot do PE due to illness or injury, please send them 
in with a note giving a specified reason. 



Swimming

• Swimming days will be arranged closer to the start of next term, 
this will be communicated on the outside class boards.

• Children need to bring a towel, swimming hat and swimming 
shorts/costume.

• As with PE, if your child cannot attend swimming due to illness or 
injury, please send them in with a note explaining the reasons.



School APP

•Please make sure that the school has your most 
recent details so that you can be contacted 
through group -calls and that you have access to 
the school APP.

•The school is fully paperless. 



What will a day look like in 
Year 5? 

Throughout the day 
we will be doing a lot 
of fun learning. There 
will be morning 
English and Maths 
sessions and an 
afternoon topic 
session.



Forest School
Mrs McCombie is our Forest School teacher.  Our children enjoy working 
with Mrs McCombie in Forest School every fortnight from October for the 
first two terms.  In the summer term the children continue to use the 
woodland area for cross curricular learning.. 

Forest School Ethos
Forest School is a unique educational experience and process that offers 
children the opportunity to succeed and develop confidence and self-
esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland 
environment. 

Children engage in motivating and achievable tasks and activities 
throughout the year and in almost all weathers. Children will work with 
tools, play, learn boundaries of behaviour; both physical and social, grow 
in confidence, self-esteem and motivation whilst developing an 
understanding of the natural world. 



A Forest School encourages 
children to: 

• develop practical skills 

• explore connections between humans, 
wildlife and the earth 

• regularly experience achievement and 
success 

• reflect on learning and experiences 

• develop their language and 
communication skills 

• improve physical motor skills 

• become more motivated 

• improve their concentration skills 

• develop personal and social skills 

• work through practical problems and 

challenges 

• use tools to create, build or manage 

• discover how they learn best 

• pursue knowledge that interests 

them 

• learn how to manage failures

• build confidence in decision making 

and evaluating risk 



What will I wear at Forest School?

No children will be permitted to go to Forest School without appropriate clothing that will 
protect them from extremes of heat or cold, keep them covered to reduce the likelihood of 
cuts and scrapes and that fits appropriately for comfort.

Children and parents are encouraged to think about  the usefulness of their clothing for 
outdoor activities, and to be aware they are likely to take some of our mud home with them 
after the session. In the forest it can be often be cooler than expected under the shade of the 
trees.

Clothing list:  waterproof coat, with hood, long sleeved top, full length trousers, warm boots 
(wellies can be very cold during the winter), warm socks (and a spare pair), in cold weather -
gloves and woolly hat, in warm weather - sun hat that fits well to ensure good visibility. 

We work on the principle that ‘’there is no such thing as bad weather, only bad clothing’’. 
We do have a selection of spare clothing but this will need to be matched to your child prior 
to the session and checked for suitability. 



What will I do at 
Forest School?

Activities for Forest Schools are 
diverse and numerous but it 
should be reminded that we are 
trying to create independent 
learners who are inspired to try 
out their own ideas, explore their 
own interests and to attempt 
new ideas.  Some activities 
might include:

Shelter 

building

Tool use Studying 

wildlife

Playing 

team and 

group 

games

Art and 

sculpture 

work

Sensory 

activities

Tracking 

games

Using a 

Kelly Kettle

Rope and 

string work

Physical 

movement 

activities

Woodland 

and 

traditional 

craft

Cooking on 

an open fire

Developing stories and drama, and 

meeting imaginary characters



• Entering the Forest  We will enter the Forest respectfully and know 
that when at Forest School specific expectations are in place. We will 
explore, investigate, learn and play in a manner that will not damage 
our Forest environment. We understand that we share our Forest 
School with plants and animals and that when we are in our Forest 
School we are sharing the environment with them. 

• Boundaries  Setting the boundaries is an important part of the 
routine. The children have to know what areas they can explore in 
and also what areas are out of bounds. 

• Lighting a fire This will be done on occasions, the Forest School 
leader will take charge of lighting and all other accompanying adults 
we be briefed before we start. Children will have the opportunity to 
cook simple things on the open fire with an adult.

• Using Tools  From time to time children will use tools. All tools have 
their own clear code of conduct and will be supervised by an adult on 
a one to one basis.

Forest School – Code of Conduct 



Labelling Uniform

It is very important to label all of your child’s 
uniform/belongings.

Below are two companies who can help with this. By 
choosing one of the following, you will not only have 
solved the problem of how to label uniform but also 
be supporting Pear Tree Mead Academy! 

Stamptastic –

https://stamptastic.co.uk/#a_aid=5edcc47baf3eb

School Affiliate ID: 5edcc47baf3eb

School PTA Code: CM187BY

My Name Tags - https://www.mynametags.com/

School code - 6806

https://stamptastic.co.uk/
https://www.mynametags.com/


Homework, spellings 
and reading…

• Our homework is strongly focused on practicing 
key skills. In order to make it convenient and 
accessible we have chosen several subscriptions 
which children are expected to use weekly.

• Maths skills via Times Tables Rockstars –
children are expected to log on for at least 15 
minutes per week. 

• Spellings via Readiwriter – the spellings will be 
provided with a set of 10 per week. Children are 
to practice and complete the activities on there. 
The spelling sets will be sent on Friday, children 
will be tested on them following Thursday. The 
spelling sets will also be stuck in their reading 
records.



• Creative Topic Task – There will be a creative task to complete every half term. 
Children will be given three choices but they only need to complete one (they can 
complete more if they wish too). Headteacher Awards will be given out for 
excellent creative tasks. 

• Reading – Children are expected to read 20 min plus over the week. This can be 
split into shorter daily sessions or longer sessions less times a week. How long and 
when the reading is taking place are to be recorded in their reading record books. 
Children will be given a rainbow book - these are a coloured banded book and are 
at the level that the child is reading at. Children will be also given a library book to 
read. They will be encouraged to change their library book and rainbow book in 
the library after school every day or in class once a week. Children will also be 
encouraged to read their rainbow book via Bug Club.

• Extra Homework – Children who would like to complete more homework on a 
weekly/half termly basis can use Kidszone on our school website. There will be a 
bank of reading, maths, spelling and writing tasks that can be accessed any time 
throughout the year.



Homework Progression Grid 



Pear Tree Mead Academy –
School Vision and Motto 



Behaviour - PTM Branches
At Pear Tree Mead we help all the children to grow so that they can reach the branches to 
their future. 

To become a fully grown citizen, children need to reach the branches of the Pear Tree.



BEHAVIOUR 

Pear Tree Mead Academy Expectations 

Be Ready – ready to learn, ready to inspire, ready to listen 

Be Kind – kind to others, kind to ourselves 

Be Safe – safe in what we are doing, where we are, what we are accessing



Behaviour Recognition 

Children receive recognition for work, expected behaviour and effort. We have a structured 
behaviour system where children can be recognised for exemplary behaviour (above and 
beyond) or for reaching (or striving towards) each branch on the tree (achieving the skill).

Positive note home – this is a certificate that is given to a child when they have shown 
behaviour that is ‘above and beyond’ – this is for them to take home. Positive notes home
are also given to visitors to the school, who have the opportunity to give then to a pupil if 
they see exemplary behaviour. 

Each positive note home is recorded on the class recognition chart. When pupils have 
enough positive notes home, they will receive a phone call home! Further notes home will 
amount to them being invited to a ‘hot chocolate Monday’ run by the Headteacher, Deputy 
Headteacher or Assistant Headteacher, where children will have a little hot chocolate treat 
and time with the leaders of the school. When attending, children can also collect a 
Headteachers award!

Headteachers Awards are also awarded for hard work and exceptional effort in class. 



Other recognitions 

• The children are arranged in house teams and can earn points for their house. The houses 
are named after British flowers, these are Bluebell , Poppy , Clover and Daffodil . House 
points are given out with a maximum of 5 at each occasion. A special treat is organised for 
the winning team each half term.

• Children can receive a Headteachers Award for excellent work and effort in their learning.  

• We also have a ‘Thank You’ box in the main office where staff, parents and children can 
write messages of thanks to all school groups. These are shared in Assembly.  This supports 
well-being within the school across all stakeholders.

• At lunchtime, our MDAs oversee the hall and playgrounds. We have agreed protocols for 
the children. Mrs Cuffaro oversees the MDAs and liaises about behaviour. We run a 
recognition stripe at lunchtimes, where individual children are given a strip of paper to 
recognise their super behaviour at lunchtimes. This is to add to the paper chain that they 
are creating in class, when the children have collectively achieved 100 recognition stripes, 
they earn themselves extra play/lunchtime.



Zones of 
Regulation
• At Pear Tree Mead we teach the children 
important skills in regulating their own 
emotions and understanding the emotions of 
others.  We start this learning in Reception 
where the children learn through the Zones of 
Regulation curriculum.  The Zones are four 
coloured zones that relate to different types 
of emotions.  The children will be taught how 
you may look, feel or behave when you are in 
these zones and how it is okay to feel 
different emotions.  They will begin to be 
taught how to use different tools to regulate 
their emotions. 

• If you would like to find out more, please 
visit our website:  
https://www.peartreemead.essex.sch.uk/scho
ol-life/curriculum/the-zones-of-regulation/

https://www.peartreemead.essex.sch.uk/school-life/curriculum/the-zones-of-regulation/


Assessment 

Your child will be assessed throughout their 
learning, in day-to-day tasks but they will also 
encounter formal assessments for English and 
Maths on a termly basis. The tests we use are 
called NFER, and aim to guide teacher 
assessments. Teacher assessments will be 
included in parent consultations and your child’s 
annual report. 



What is ‘Friends of Pear Tree 
Mead’ (FOPTM)?

• A registered charity whose aim is to fundraise on behalf of the school 
to provide additional resources and equipment (1040711)

• A community of volunteers who help out at events hosted by FOPTM

• A way to meet other parents and make new friends whilst supporting 
the school.

• A separate entity to the school – If the school want FOPTM to fund 
something they have to request it in writing and it is put to a vote at 
our termly FOPTM meeting. Equally, if we want to run an event at the 
school, their staff are given the option to assist on a voluntary basis



Free School Meals and Pupil 
Premium Funding 

Please remember to apply for Free 
School Meals if your child is going 
into be in Year 3 or above. It may be 
that your circumstances have 
changed. 

The universal free school meal that 
your infant child may receive will now 
stop as they enter Year 3 and you will 
be charged for their meals. 

To apply please visit, essex.gov.uk –
Free School Meals  



Who to talk to:

If you have anything that you would like to talk about 
then the first point of call is always the class teacher or 
teaching assistant. We are very happy to talk. 

If you would like to talk at the end of the day please 
wait until children are safely let out of the classrooms 
first.

If you feel that after speaking to a member of the class 
staff you still need to speak to someone else then 
please follow the communications chart.

Mrs Bruce
Yr 5 Teacher 
(Sycamore)

Mr. Thurgood
Class Teacher 
(Redwood)



If you have a concern or 
query… 

If you have a concern or 
query at Pear Tree Mead 
Academy, please follow our 
communication flow chart. 

Please work through the list 
starting with the Class 
Teacher so that we can 
point you in the right 
direction. 

Communication Flow Chart  
1st - Class Teachers and LSAs  

 
 
 

 

 2nd  - Family Support Team 
 
 

 
 

Mrs Williams 

 

 

Miss Cooper 

  

Miss Bartlett 

 
 

Mrs Thurgood  

 

Mrs Townsend 

 

Learning 
Mentor Team 

lead  

Learning Mentor Family Liaison 
Officer 
Deputy 

Safeguarding 
Officer 

Assistant SEND 
Co 

Attendance Officer 

 
 
 

 

 3rd - Senior Leadership Support Team 
Mrs Arnould 

 
 

 

Mrs Peden 
 

 

Mrs Davies 
 

 

 

Mrs Martin 
 

 
Designated 

Safeguarding 
Lead 

Wellbeing and 
Mental Health 

Lead 

Behaviour Lead SENDCo 

 



Who manages FOPTM?
FOPTM is managed by a committee of volunteers who are voted 
in at our AGM every September. Our current committee are:

Heather Wilson – Chair
Parent Volunteer

Clare Krout– Vice Chair
Parent Volunteer

Yvonne Wells– Secretary
Parent Volunteer

Paula Hayden – Treasurer
Staff Volunteer

Katrina Thurgood– School Liaison
Staff Volunteer

Nikki Duffell – Raffle Co-ordinator
Parent Volunteer

We also rely on parent volunteers to prepare and host events 
where more ‘people power’ is needed!



How do we fundraise?
• We run a variety of events throughout the year with 

the aim to ensure that whilst profitable, our events 
are affordable to all families.

• Some of our events are for pupils only, but we also 
run family events after school, in the evenings and 
at weekends

• We run present sales at Christmas, Mothers Day 
and Fathers Day to enable children to choose a pre-
wrapped gift

• At all school productions we sell to order from a 
selection of production photos taken during the 
class dress rehearsals.

• We also raise funds by using Amazon Smile, 
Bag2School and asking organisations to match funds 
on stalls at larger events like our Summer fete and 
Christmas Bazaar.

• We have a small team of parent volunteers who 
work tirelessly to manage the collection and sale of 
pre-loved uniform

Events include: 

Halloween Disco
Christmas Bazaar

Summer Fete
Summer Splash

Break the Rules Day
Pop Up Circus

After School Film Club
Family Race Night

Singo Bingo
After School Cake Sale



What have we funded?

Our main fundraising project at the moment is an 
outdoor amphitheatre, but in recent years we have 
also funded...

Clearing and landscaping 
the pond as an outdoor 

learning area

Provision of outdoor gym 
equipment

Replacing climbing frames 
in all playgrounds

Plus... New curtains for the main hall, outdoor
educational posters, a defibrillator and repairs to pool 
facility!



How can you help?
Every event we run requires manpower to 

source materials, set up, and host the event on 
the day. Without parents who are willing to 

give up their time, we simply would not be able 
to run things like school disco’s, film clubs, 

fetes and bazaars – All the things we know the 
children love!

If you would like to get involved, please come 
along to a meeting to see what you can do to 
help – You can give up as much or as little time 
as you are able and there are always a variety 
of tasks to suit everyone's individual 
commitments and skills. Our meeting dates are 
published via parent mail and our facebook 
page, which will also keep you up to date with 
upcoming events where help us needed.

We are desperately short of volunteers, with quite a few of our 
‘regular’ parent helpers moving on to secondary school this year.



PARENT 
GOVERNOR 
VACANCIES 



We look forward to seeing you in 
September!


