WELCOME
TO YEAR 1
2021/2022

Year 1 - Teachers

Mrs Goldhawk

Mrs Smith

Fir Class

Elm Class

Year 1 – Learning Support
Assistants (LSAs)

Mrs Timpson

Miss Cousins

Mrs Chippett

Fir Class

Elm Class

KS1
Interventions

Fir Classroom

This is Fir classroom. At the back of the classroom is the cloak room- this
is where you will hang your coat and bag. One of the pegs will have your
name on so you know where to put your things.

Elm Classroom

This is Elm classroom. On the left hand side as you enter the classroom is the cloak
room. This is where you will hang your coat and bag. One of the pegs will have your
name on so you know where to put your things.

Where will you wait in the morning?

When you arrive in the morning…
you will wait just outside your classroom door

What will a day look like in
Year 1?
From the very beginning of the school year,
we ask for parents to say goodbye at the
door and to not enter the classrooms, this
will hopefully develop their independence.
Throughout the day we will be doing a lot of
fun learning. There will be morning English
and Maths sessions and an afternoon topic
session. Phonics will take place twice a day.
The children will hang their coats in the
cloak room (each will have their
personalised hook) and put their lunch
boxes on the trolley.

When all the children are ready and settled, we will
check the register and commence our learning

Each morning the children will be provided with a free
piece of fruit for their snack.

The children who are having school dinners will order
their meal via our school lunch system with the help
of an adult.
Having completed the learning for the day, we will see
the children out. Please let staff know if someone
different is picking up your child and that they have
the correct password.

Our Learning

We are very excited about our learning next year, with a new and
interesting curriculum based on the past and the present!
Autumn Term
We will be exploring Toys through the ages. We will be looking at the
differences and similarities between the toys we play with now and
the toys in which your grandparents and parents played with.

Spring Term
This term we will be time travelling back through history looking at
the evolution of transportation. We will be making comparisons to
the types of transportation we have now, to the different forms of
transportation that was used in the past. We will be exploring
influential people such as George Stephenson and the Wright
brothers.
Summer Term
Its time to head to the seaside, however which period in time would
you prefer to go?
This term we will be looking at how days out to the sea side have
changed over the years. We will be going back to the Victorian times
and introducing the children to Queen Victoria and the influence she
had over the British seaside.

Resources to aid our learning

Outdoor Learning

At every opportunity we try
to take learning outside,
whether its science with
looking at trees and plants,
practicing our maths and
phonics with chalks on the
play ground or even with
Art. We get outside as
much as possible, to give
the children the best
possible learning
experiences.

PE and Swimming

Please ensure that the children have the correct kit in school with
them on the appropriate days. Each item needs to be clearly named.

PE and swimming dates will be… TBC

It is very important to label all of your child’s
uniform/belongings.
Below are two companies who can help with this. By
choosing one of the following, you will not only have
solved the problem of how to label uniform but also
be supporting Pear Tree Mead Academy!

Labelling Uniform

Stamptastic –
https://stamptastic.co.uk/#a_aid=5edcc47baf3eb
School Affiliate ID: 5edcc47baf3eb
School PTA Code: CM187BY

My Name Tags - https://www.mynametags.com/
School code - 6806

Homework, spellings
and reading…
•

Our homework is strongly focused on practicing
key skills. In order to make it convenient and
accessible we have chosen several subscriptions
which children are expected to use weekly.

•

Maths skills via Numbots – children are
expected to log on for at least 15 minutes per
week.

•

Spellings via Readiwriter – the spellings will be
provided with a set of 10 per week. Children are
to practise and complete the activities on there.
The spelling sets will be sent on Friday, children
will be tested on them following Thursday. The
spelling sets will also be stuck in their reading
records.

• Creative Topic Task – There will be a creative task to complete every half
term/term. Children will be given three choices but they only need to complete
one (they can complete more if they wish too). Headteacher Awards will given out
for excellent creative tasks.
• Reading – Children are expected to read 20 min plus over the week. This can be
split into shorter daily sessions or longer sessions less times a week. How long and
when the reading is taking place are to be recorded in their reading record books.
Children will be given a rainbow book - these are a coloured banded book and are
at the level that the child is reading at. Children will be also given a library book to
read. They will be encouraged to change their library book and rainbow book in
the library after school every day or in class once a week. Children will also be
encouraged to read their rainbow book via Bug Club.
• Extra Homework – Children who would like to complete more homework on a
weekly/half termly basis can use Kidszone on our school website. There will be a
bank of reading, maths, spelling and writing tasks that can be accessed any time
throughout the year.

Homework Progression Grid

Pear Tree Mead Academy –
School Vision and Motto

Behaviour - PTM Branches
At Pear Tree Mead we help all the children to grow so that they can reach the branches to
their future.
To become a fully grown citizen, children need to reach the branches of the Pear Tree.

Pear Tree Mead Academy Expectations
Be Ready – ready to learn, ready to inspire, ready to listen
Be Kind – kind to others, kind to ourselves
Be Safe – safe in what we are doing, where we are, what we are accessing

BEHAVIOUR

Behaviour Recognition
Children receive recognition for work, expected behaviour and effort. We have a structured
behaviour system where children can be recognised for exemplary behaviour (above and
beyond) or for reaching (or striving towards) each branch on the tree (achieving the skill).
Positive note home – this is a certificate that is given to a child when they have shown
behaviour that is ‘above and beyond’ – this is for them to take home. Positive notes home
are also given to visitors to the school, who have the opportunity to give then to a pupil if
they see exemplary behaviour.
Each positive note home is recorded on the class recognition chart. When pupils have
enough positive notes home, they will receive a phone call home! Further notes home will
amount to them being invited to a ‘hot chocolate Monday’ run by the Headteacher, Deputy
Headteacher or Assistant Headteacher, where children will have a little hot chocolate treat
and time with the leaders of the school. When attending, children can also collect a
Headteachers award!
Headteachers Awards are also awarded for hard work and exceptional effort in class.

Other recognitions

•

The children are arranged in house teams and can earn points for their house. The houses
are named after British flowers, these are Bluebell , Poppy , Clover and Daffodil . House
points are given out with a maximum of 5 at each occasion. A special treat is organised for
the winning team each half term.

•

Children can receive a Headteachers Award for excellent work and effort in their learning.

•

We also have a ‘Thank You’ box in the main office where staff, parents and children can
write messages of thanks to all school groups. These are shared in Assembly. This supports
well-being within the school across all stakeholders.

•

At lunchtime, our MDAs oversee the hall and playgrounds. We have agreed protocols for
the children. Mrs Cuffaro oversees the MDAs and liaises about behaviour. We run a
recognition stripe at lunchtimes, where individual children are given a strip of paper to
recognise their super behaviour at lunchtimes. This is to add to the paper chain that they
are creating in class, when the children have collectively achieved 100 recognition stripes,
they earn themselves extra play/lunchtime.

Zones of
Regulation
At Pear Tree Mead we teach the children
important skills in regulating their own
emotions and understanding the emotions of
others. We start this learning in Reception
where the children learn through the Zones of
Regulation curriculum. The Zones are four
coloured zones that relate to different types
of emotions. The children will be taught how
you may look, feel or behave when you are in
these zones and how it is okay to feel
different emotions. They will begin to be
taught how to use different tools to regulate
their emotions.
•

If you would like to find out more, please
visit our website:
https://www.peartreemead.essex.sch.uk/scho
ol-life/curriculum/the-zones-of-regulation/
•

Assessment
Your child will be assessed throughout their learning, in day-to-day
tasks but they will also encounter formal assessments for English
and Maths on a termly basis. The tests we use are called NFER, and
aim to guide teacher assessments. Teacher assessments will be
included in parent consultations and your child’s annual report.
In year 1, your child will also undergo the Phonics Screening check,
which takes place in the Summer Term. This is a one-to-one exercise,
with the teacher, where children are asked to read words and alien
words to assess their phonological ability. The phonics screening is a
statutory check, with a pass mark which is reported to parents.

What is ‘Friends of Pear Tree
Mead’ (FOPTM)?
• A registered charity

whose aim is to fundraise on behalf of the school
to provide additional resources and equipment (1040711)

• A community

of volunteers who help out at events hosted by FOPTM

• A way to meet

other parents and make new friends whilst supporting

the school.
• A separate

entity to the school – If the school want FOPTM to fund
something they have to request it in writing and it is put to a vote at
our termly FOPTM meeting. Equally, if we want to run an event at the
school, their staff are given the option to assist on a voluntary basis

Who manages FOPTM?
FOPTM is managed by a committee of volunteers who are voted
in at our AGM every September. Our current committee are:

Heather Wilson – Chair
Parent Volunteer

Clare Krout– Vice Chair
Parent Volunteer

Katrina Thurgood– School Liaison
Staff Volunteer

Paula Hayden – Treasurer
Staff Volunteer

Yvonne Wells– Secretary
Parent Volunteer

Nikki Duffell – Raffle Co-ordinator
Parent Volunteer

We also rely on parent volunteers to prepare and host events
where more ‘people power’ is needed!

How do we fundraise?
We run a variety of events throughout the year with
the aim to ensure that whilst profitable, our events
are affordable to all families.
• Some of our events are for pupils only, but we also
run family events after school, in the evenings and
at weekends
• We run present sales at Christmas, Mothers Day
and Fathers Day to enable children to choose a prewrapped gift
• At all school productions we sell to order from a
selection of production photos taken during the
class dress rehearsals.
•

We also raise funds by using Amazon Smile,
Bag2School and asking organisations to match funds
on stalls at larger events like our Summer fete and
Christmas Bazaar.
• We have a small team of parent volunteers who
work tirelessly to manage the collection and sale of
pre-loved uniform
•

Events include:
Halloween Disco
Christmas Bazaar
Summer Fete
Summer Splash
Break the Rules Day
Pop Up Circus
After School Film Club
Family Race Night
Singo Bingo
After School Cake Sale

What have we funded?
Our main fundraising project at the moment is an
outdoor amphitheatre, but in recent years we have
also funded...

Provision of outdoor gym
equipment

Clearing and landscaping
the pond as an outdoor
learning area

Replacing climbing frames
in all playgrounds

Plus... New curtains for the main hall, outdoor
educational posters, a defibrillator and repairs to pool
facility!

How can you help?
Every event we run requires manpower to
source materials, set up, and host the event on
the day. Without parents who are willing to
give up their time, we simply would not be able
to run things like school disco’s, film clubs,
fetes and bazaars – All the things we know the
children love!
We are desperately short of volunteers, with quite a few of our
‘regular’ parent helpers moving on to secondary school this year.
If you would like to get involved, please come
along to a meeting to see what you can do to
help – You can give up as much or as little time
as you are able and there are always a variety
of tasks to suit everyone's individual
commitments and skills. Our meeting dates are
published via parent mail and our facebook
page, which will also keep you up to date with
upcoming events where help us needed.

PARENT
GOVERNOR
VACANCIES

We look forward to seeing you in
September!

