Welcome to Pre-School
2020-2021 Cohort

Meet the
team
Who will I be working with?

Pre-School Leader

Mrs Burland

The teaching assistants

Miss Brown

Mrs Tappenden

Miss Oliver

What will a day be
like?
Let’s see how your day will start

When I come into
school:
• You will come into the Pre-School classroom through the side gate on the main road and
you will wait outside to be let in through the wooden gate outside the class.
• Pre-School hours are; 9am – 12noon.
• You will put your water bottle/lunchbox in the blue tray.
• You will put your coat on your own peg (this will have your picture on it).
• You will put your book bag in the box.
• You will place your name on the self-registration board.
• Then it is time to get busy with your friends by exploring the activities in the classroom.

My day:
Throughout the day you can explore the activities in the classroom and in the PreSchool garden. They are set up to support the topic and the 7 areas of the Early
Years curriculum (curriculum maps are available on our website for you to see
what the children are learning each term).
Sometimes you will choose how you learn and play with your friends, at other
times you will complete activities with adults..
Across each day there will be 2 whole class teaching sessions,. this includes daily
phonics and lots of other sessions linked to the Early Years areas. For most of these
you will sit with your class on the carpet area.
Each day you will have snack. We have lots of different food to try, including a
variety of fruit and vegetables and things like dips, biscuits, yoghurt and toast. You
will have your own snack mat. We always wash our hands before having food.

Welcome to Pre-School

Our Classroom

Learning opportunities:
In our Early Years we value learning through play and exploration. We aim to plan these opportunities in our indoor and outdoor learning environments. Here are some of the fantastic opportunities
that pupils at Pear Tree Mead Academy can enjoy:
• A variety of activities and areas with provision for children to access.
• Forest school (no set days and weather dependant)
• Outdoor learning in different areas of the school; our pond, our allotment and our new sensory garden
• A challenging and enabling learning environment.
• Our own outdoor area.
If you would like to find out more about the Early Years Foundation Stage then visit this website: https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/. You can also find out more about our Early Years by visiting the
school website: http://www.peartreemead.essex.sch.uk/school-life/curriculum/.

Home learning:
• Your child will bring home a sharing book and reading diary each week which gets changed on a
Friday.
• We may set challenges on Tapestry for you to complete.

• Please add your own video’s/pictures on Tapestry, of what your child has been getting up to. You
can also like and comment on our pictures.

Useful websites:
These are some useful websites for you to use across the year :

• Busy Things www.busythings.co.uk This is a fun educational website which has activities for a variety of early learning
areas. Username-home5826 Password-peartree
• Phonics Play www.phonicsplay.co.uk This website has games which can support your child's phonics development across
the year. We also sing along and join in with the actions to the ‘Jolly Phonics’ song on You Tube.
• Jack Hartman music videos on You tube – We sing and dance along to ‘Tooty Ta’ ‘Penguin Dance’ and many more.

Sharing your child’s
learning:
Learning happens both at school and at home. We like to share your child’s successes from home through our
wow vouchers. These are celebrated and shared in class and hung on the wow tree in the classroom.
We also like to share your child’s experiences through Tapestry. Tapestry is an online learning journal where you
can upload comments, photos and videos to show us what your child has been doing at home. We also share
new learning and experiences from school through Tapestry.. If you are new to the school we will set up your
accounts in the first few weeks.

Throughout the year you will also get the opportunity to visit your child in class and join in with some of he fun
activities and parent sessions we arrange such as ‘Teach the Parents’ and ‘Messy Play stay and play’ sessions.

Who to talk to:
If you have anything that you would like to talk about then the first point of call is always the Pre-School
Leader or teaching assistant. We are very happy to talk. We don’t check book bags daily, so please hand
any letters to the staff member at the door.
If you would like to talk at the end of the Pre-School day please wait until children are safely let out of
the classrooms first.

Mrs Burland

If you feel that after speaking to a member of the class staff you still need to speak to someone else then
please contact the school office as they will be able to point you in the right direction of who is best to
speak to.
Mrs Martin is the Head of Early Years and will be able to speak with you about an Early Years related
concern or question.

Mrs Martin

All About Me
We would love to find out more about your child. We will give you an ‘All About Me’ book to use over the summer
holidays. Please return this to school when your child starts in the Autumn Term. An ‘All About Me’ sheet will also be given
out when your child starts, as we would love to find about your child’s interests etc. Please attach a family photo too.
There is also a checklist we would like to be completed, please tick what your child is able to do. This will help the staff to
understand each child’s starting point.
Please place your child’s book in the special box by the classrooms when they start school.

We are looking forward meeting the children!

Outdoor Learning
The children in our Pre-School have regular opportunities to take part
in outdoor learning with the Pre-School staff. The outdoor learning
sessions often take place in our woodland area. The children wear
green all in one suits over their clothing and wellies. Please look out
for a message on the communication board which will let you know
when the children are going to the woodland area. You will need to
provide play clothing for the day which are suitable for the weather.

