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Pear Tree Mead Academy February 2026 Newsletter

In This Issue

We share some news of activities that have taken place this half term, share more
information about next half term and some important reminders.

Message from Mrs Peden, Headteacher

This Half Term is always a tricky one; with so much rain comes so much mud. Our children
have been enjoying the mud through their opal play although I'm sure we are all looking
forward to brighter days. We are always looking for any opal donations to help enhance the



children's lunch playtime. Please ask if you have anything that you want to donate and we
can usually find a new home for it.

As we reach the end of another busy half term, | would like to thank all of our pupils, staff
and families for their hard work and support over the past few weeks. February may be
short, but it has certainly been packed with learning, laughter and lots of moments to be
proud of.

Numbers birthday this half term was a real hit, the children looked amazing and Numbers
had a great day, ending up with an agility show in the hall. Thank you for your donations
and making such an effort with the children's costumes. We are pleased to let you know that
we raised enough money to buy him his own agility course for the field and lots more treats
for the children to use to help him practise his tricks.

A couple of weeks ago the children took part in Mental Health Awareness week. Children
learnt about different aspects of mental health and how to support ourselves and each
other over the week. We are looking forward to Diversity Week coming up next half term
too. We have also been working with Mind in West Essex this term who have been offering
some small group work. Thank you to them. Thank you also to Great Open Door for doing
an assembly during this, we were really pleased to receive an email from them

"It was wonderful to hear (during the assembly) how engaged and empathetic your children
wereX.We have never had a pupil in the hall say to Dungaree Donna (a character who is sad
about having been teased) will help yod. It is a great credit to the school to have such

caring pupils.”

It has been lovely to see the children so engaged in their lessons and wider school life, and |
am incredibly grateful to our staff for their continued dedication and care. Thank you also to
parents and carers for your ongoing encouragement, reading with the children and
partnership with the schod{ it really does make a difference.

| wanted to say a big thank you to our new gardening volunteer team. They are now coming
in weekly to clear areas around the school. We are currently going through the DBS process
with them so that they can begin to work with small groups of children in the near future.

We would love to grow this team, please pop into the office if you are interested. We are
aware that the mud is really bad at present due to the large about of rain that we have had
this half term. We would ask parents to keep to the paths during drop off and pick up and

be mindful of each other as we move around the grounds.

| hope everyone enjoys a waarned hakterm break, with some time to rest, recharge and
spend together. We look forward to welcoming the children back refreshed and ready for
the exciting learning ahead in the next half term.

Mrs Peden
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What's coming up next term?

23rd February Start of term- whole school
2nd March- Relationship and Sex Education (RSE) w&elar 1 to 6

2nd March - 6th March- Books and hiscuits for Year 1 and 2 events this week. Please see
email and Arbor Calendar for set dates for each class.

5th March- Alice in Wonderland Productiocram - KS 2

5th March- Key Stage 2 World Book Dai?LEASE WEAR A COSTUME FROM Alice in
Wonderland production READY TO WATCH THE PLAY THHAT DAY

5th March- Key Stage 1 and EY World Book Dagme dressed at a book character
5th - 7th March- Monday to Wednesdayg Round 1 of spelling Bee in class.

6th March - Round 2 of Spelling Bee.

11th Marchg Young Carers Awareness Day, Cup cake decorating with ISS.

12th March- Year 6 to Crucial Crew

13th March- MotherQ Day afternoon 1.30pm3pm¢ Year 1 and 2 female adults invited.
9th and 10th Marchk; Mother Day sale £2.50 a present FOPTM

9th Science Weekactivities in school.

9th International Women's Dayspecial menu

16th March- Neuro diversity celebration weelall week

17th - Diversity After school fundraising activigyor parents and children£ to enter)

17th March ¢ Year 2 class work sharing 9.15affdamc for Castles work Year 2 parents
invited.



19th Marchg Year 4 Sports at Passmoreduring day
20th March- Non uniform day for donations for the Faygavhole school.

21st March (Saturday) Easter Fayre all welcome to attend- Entries to Easter competition
to be bought to the Fayre.

23rd March Swimming Galg all weekg Whole school

23rd March Reports home to parents Year 1 to 6.

25th Marchg Final of the PCLC Spelling Bdeound 3 at Passmores.

24th March- Parents Consultation 3.30pg5.30pm face to face

25th March- Parents Consultation 5.00pq7.30pm via teams

26th March- Nursery Inductionr 2pm¢ large Hall 23rd

Easter Assembly 9agqi10.30am- Year 3 and 4 children will be attending the church.

25th March- Easter / Spring SingaloqdRreceptiong 9.30am- 10am¢ parents will be invited.
Tickets will be issuedPhotos and programmes for saje&Small hall.

26th March - Nursery and pre school to finistPre School Graduation.

26th March¢ House Reward non uniform for the winning houseemails will be sent out to
notify parents of the winning house.

26th March Easter Egg Hunt Activity (all dayjhole school and Easter Special Menu
26th March- Year 4 to Passmores for sports eveningring the day

27th March- End of Term @ 1.30pm

27th Marchg Preloved uniform sale 1.30pm¢ small hall.

Welcome Back to schoeMonday 13th April 2026

SPELLING BEE

We are really excited to launch our annual PCLC spelling Bee this year. All children have
now been sent via email the list of spellings for Round 1 for each year group. These need
to be learnt over half term. Round 1 will then take part in classes with the winning 3
children from each class moving to round 2. Round 2 then takes part in front of their peers
to get down to 1 winner per year group. Winners of round 2 from Year 3,4,5 and 6 will go
to Round 3 which is held at Passmores against the othet®@rimary schools.



The letter sent with the spellings has been sent via Arbor email. Within this letter there
are also ways o support your children to help them to learn their words.

GOOD LUCK EVERYONE

New School Council

Congratulations to our new School Councillors for the rest of the Year
EIm¢ Edward Callimachand Maddie Hughes

Fir - Harry Hanks and Zayanna Zaranyika

Hazelg Mason Forsyth and Ar&race Poplar

Juniperg George Kinsella and (no name permission)
Lavender- ZaynSiddiqui and lvy Griffiths

Mulberry ¢ Joshua Leeks and Lily Rothon

Oakg Charlies Collier and Ruby Kerrigan

Pineg

Redwood- Kit Calladine and Amber Palmer
Sycamore; Amayah Phillips and Alex Masaniello
Willow ¢ Max McGinley and Piper Curtis

Yew¢ Reyyan Duran and Cairo Edwards.

St Clare HospiceRoar Louder

We are proud to be part of thprideand delighted to supportions on the Loosga unique
public art trail that will see a pride of I#&gzed lion sculptures taking to the streets of Harlow
and Epping in Summer 2026.

Last week we had Roary the Lion visit the school to help us launch the project.

This inspiring event will bring communities together, celebrate creativity, and leave a lasting
legacy. At the end of the trail, many of the sculptures will be auctioned to raise vital funds
for St Clare Hospice, helping to ensure local people receive the care and support they need.

Find out more ationsontheloose.co.uk
#lionsontheloosehttps://www.facebook.com/lionsontheloosetrail

As part of this project we will be creating our very own Lion and this will be part of the pride
on display around HarlowAs part of the project we would like the whole school to be


http://lionsontheloose.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/lionsontheloosetrail

involved in decorating the lion.Your child will have brought home a design sheet today
which they can complete the try and be part of the final design pEmese are due back on
Monday 23rdFeb and we will then decide on a final design.

We are also offering all the children a chance to have their own name put on theTliare

will be a charge a2 per child to have their name on the lioAll of this money will be

given straight to St Clare's hospice as part of their fundraising appgesak school we have
been asked to try and raig#b00 for the charity and so we are looking for at least 250 names
to be added to our lionMore information on how to do this will come to parents nearer the
time.

Once we know where our lion will be placed within the trial we will let you know.

Mrs Peden




What's been going on this half term?

Numbers Birthday Celebrations

On 23rd January, we celebrated Numbers the School Dog Martiinthday with a fantastic
Dress as an Animdhy. Staff and pupils alike joined in, making it a truly wonderful event. It
was lovely to see the wide variety of creative costumes and artineahed outfits worn by

the children. Throughout the day, Numbers enjoyed visiting classes to admire all the brilliant
costumes. We also held a special assembly where Numbers proudly showcased the agility
skills he has been working so hard to learn. A fun daglif!
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Year 6 Mathematical Challenges Morning

This term, on 7tRlanuary, Year 6 pupils from Pear Tree Mead Acadgroyed an exciting
and enriching Mathematical Challenges Morning at Stewards Academy, delivered in
partnership with the UK Mathematics Trust. The event brought together children from
across the PCLC Trusttake part in a range of engaging problesolving activities designed
to stretch their thinking, promote teamwork, and build resilience.

Our pupils had a fantastic time competing against other schools, demonstrating great
enthusiasm, determination, and collaboration throughout the morning. We are incredibly
proud to share that their hard work paid off, and Pear Tree Mead emerged as the overall
winners. It was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate their mathematical talents and enjoy
learning in a fun, friendly, and competitive environment. Well done Pear Tree Mead!



| -

& Making Connections With Maths!

Year 4 Life Skills

Last week, Year 4 life skills group enjoyed rea@iegy the Park Keeper: One Snowy &raly
learning how to care for animals in winter. Inspired by the story, the children made their own
bird fat balls. They then placed them around the school grounds to help support our local

wildlife during the colder months. A lovely way to put our learning into action!













Year 2 Bread Making

Year 2 had a fantastic time taking part in a special bi@a#ting session with our catering
supplier, ISS. The children loved getting haodsvith the dough and had lots of fun shaping
their bread into a variety of creative designs. It was a wonderful opportunity to learn new
skills and explore how bread is made. Well done, Year 2!










Thank you

A big thank you to Holy Cross School who invited 15 of our staff over theny Autism

Reality Experience Bus whilst it was on their site for the &sff were given equipment,
experiences, simulations and tasks to do. This helped staff to understand what it may be like
for children with Autism within a normal school ddywas a really eye opening experience

for us all.






