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Message from Mrs Peden, Headteacher
Dear Parents, Carers and Members of our School Community,

As we reach the final day of term, | would like to take a moment to reflect on the wonderful
festive season we have shared together, the countdown to Christmas has truly begun.

The past few weeks have been filled with joy, creativity and community spirit, and | am
incredibly proud of all our children and staff. Our Year 6 Church Service today was a truly
special occasion, offering us a chance to come together in celebration and reflection. The
children's Year 1 Nativity performance, Rockband Show and Nursery asdHod@'s
singalongs were heartwarming, and their enthusiasm and confidence shone through every
moment. We also enjoyed a host of festive activities across the schmwh gingerbread
decorating and class parties to lovely card making and tree decorating that filled our
corridors with Christmas cheer.

We have carried on with the My Harlow, My Future project this half term which the children
have been enjoying. This half term they met with 3 environmental experts under the Reuse,
Reduce and Recycle title.

These events have created lasting memories, and | want to thank you all for your support,
kindness and encouragement throughout a very busy term. Thank you to those parents who
bought Christmas makes, donated bottles or chocolate, attended our Christmas bazaar or
came along to a performance. A massive thank you to FOPTM for all of the wonderful
events that he has put on this terprfrom the present sale, photos from performances and

our fantastic Christmas Bazaar. Another big thank you to our new gardening team of
volunteers who have been doing an amazing job around the school. If anyone else is
interested please pop into the office to find out more information. It was nice to say thank
you to our volunteers with a mince pie and a glass of mulled wine today.

A lovely thank you at the end of this term to generous families who made a donation to the
school. The Salomia's and Isbitiren's. We will be using the money for a KS1 calm area.
Thank you so much. If any other families would like to support the school please contact the
school office.



| wish every one of our families a peaceful, joyful Christmas break and look forward to
welcoming you back in the new year on Monday. Please see below the list of activities that
are taking place next half term. These are also on the website and on the ARBOR App.

Warmest wishes,
Mrs Peden

Headteacher

Reading Advice for parents and children
Create book clubs and reading time together.

You can also reframf@mily reading timeas a book club, or you can form a book club with

other young people in your family. For instance, if you have multiple children, the children
can get together to form their own book club; the same can be done with nearby cousins or
other family members. Keep in mind, the kids would likely all need to be close in age in
order to pick an appropriate book. Then you can meet to discuss the book in person or
virtually. What a lovely idea to make reading part of your family get to togethers. Could

you challenge yourself as a family to all read the same book or all read a number of chapters
before you meet again next time from the books you are all reading. Everyone in the family
reading shows that reading is important to you all as a family unit. How nice it would be to
all read together each day, even if you can only manage a few moments of time to come
together.

What's coming up next term?

5th January- Startof term - Whole school

5th January- Pre- School / Current Nursery children starting this week
6th January Winning house Non uniform Email sent to the winning house
6th Januaryc New nursery childrerg, staggered start

15th Januaryg Census Specidlenu day. We askall EY, KS1 and FSM children to have a
meal on this day to help with raising school funding

20th Januaryg Year 2 Bread making with ISS

22ndJanuary- Siblingsphoto day, and Individuals for Nursery, P&chooland anyone
new to the schoolg Whole school

After school group shots for anyone who would like to attend 3.15premall hallg for any
sibling groups with children who do not attend PTM.


https://www.parents.com/how-to-strengthen-family-bonds-8638693

23rd Januaryg Numbers Birthdayg dressing up as a pet dayel

27th January - 2pm Send Coffee afternoon

30th January- Inset day¢ school closed to pupils

2nd Feb- 6th Feb Childre@ Mental Health Week Whole school

2nd February¢ PCLC Tag Rugby Tournametfter school

3rd Februaryg GreatOpen DoorAssembly - children only

6th February- Film Night (after school)More information to follow. £5 a ticket
9th February- PCLGpelling Bed.aunch-Yr R to 6

10th February¢ ESafetyday and a special menu.

13th Februaryc Colour Day for Pre school

13 February Valentines Special menu for school dinners.

13th Februaryq Last day of Halferm - normal finish time

13th Februaryg Preloved uniform sale; 3pm ¢ small hall.

13th February¢ FOPTM Valentines Afternoon Tegafter school event
FUTURE DATES

5th March Alicein WonderlandProduction- am - KS 2; at Passmores

5th March - KeyStage 2 World Book DayPLEASE WEAR A COSTUME FRIOM
in Wonderland production READY TO WATCH THE PLAY THAFdbRdssmores.

5th March- Key Stage 1 and EY World Book [Ragome dressed at a book character
Numbers the School Dog

Numbers has been enjoying working with the children this half term and seeing some of their
amazing work. The children have enjoyed practising his tricks with him. His new trick this
half term has been roll over and through the legs.

He is excited about his first birthday in January. We are hoping the children will join him in
his celebration and dreag as a pet / animal for 1 donation. This money will go towards

his grooming, treats for tricks and food whilst he is at school. If we raise any more, Numbers
has requested an agility course for his birthday.












What's been going on this half term?

FOPTM

FOPTM team hope that you all enjoyed the events that we have run and organised for you
all this term! What a busy term it has been! We had our production photo sales for saplings,
nursery and year one. An amazif209.38 was raised! We would like to say a big thank you
to anyone who bought their children's photo. A few of our members who volunteer at our
events took advantage of their vouchers and got front row seats to their ch@ren
productions. If you are interested in having a front row seat at your child's next production,
please get in touch to see how you can help us and earn rewards.

The children also got super creative with their class creations and designs from class
fundraising. An amazingp48.60 was raised! So massive well done to the children and PTM
staff. A big well done to Mulberry Class who were the winners and r&ik&@ profit.

Our Christmas presents sale was a massive hit this year with us nearly selling out of presents.
We hope on Christmas day you love the gifts that your children chose. Each and every one
took plenty of time and thought to choose the perfect present for their loved one. We can



announce we made a whoppid51.14! So thank you for allowing your children to take
part in this. Our next present sale is Mothers and others for MadghBray. Please keep your
eyes peeled for more details in the next coming weeks!

Now last, but not least our Christmas Bazaar! What an amazing day we hope anyone who
came along had loads of fun and won some amazing prizes. A massive thanks to Santa for
coming to Pear Tree Mead again this year, we hope that that he comes again to see us next
year. A whopping1203 was raised. We would like to say a massive thank you to everyone
that helped run this event. Without volunteers we just coufimake things like this possible
and a fair few travelled hours just to help so thank you! To see some photos of the event
please see our FOPTM facebook page.

We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas break and look forward to seeing you in the
New Year.

The FOPTM team

Kindness Week (anti bullying)

Our school took part ilnti-Bullying Week which this year coincided witWorld Kindness
Dayt giving us a wonderful opportunity to celebrate friendship, respect, and the power of
kindness.

We kicked off the week witlbdd Socks Daywith pupils and staff proudly wearing their
brightest, boldest, and oddest socks to celebrate individuality and remind everyone @&at it
okay to stand out. Odd Socks Day marks the start ofBuitying Week and encourages us
all to value what makes each of us unique.

Throughout World Kindness Day, children across the school took part in a range of classroom
activities that explored what kindness looks like in everyday life. The day started with a
special assembly, where we reflected on how even small acts of kindness can make a big
difference in our school community.It was a positive, colourful, and uplifting wesle that

helped us strengthen our commitment to creating a safe and supportive environment for all.

PCLC Netball Tournament

On Monday, eight year 6 children participated in our first PCLC tournament of the year. The
children participated in three netball games against other schools and worked so hard!
Thank you to everyone involved!



EYFS & KS1 Peter Pan Panto

The children were thrilled to welcome a production company to school for a special
performance of Peter Pan. Our EYFS and KS1 children were captivated from start to finish,
joining in with the fun, laughter, and excitement as the magical story came to life on stage. It
was a wonderful experience for all, and the children were left buzzing. Thank you to FOPTM

for funding this for our children.










Year 1 Polar Express Day

Year 1 had a magical Polar Express Dég!sipped warm hot chocolate, munched on
popcorn, and spent the day creating festive crafts. It was a wonderful way to celebrate the
season and bring the story to life together.







Year 1 'Wriggly Nativity"

Our Year 1 children delighted audiences this term with their joyful performantaef
Wriggly Nativity This lively and modern retelling of the Christmas story was full of energy,
music, and smiles, and the children performed with great confidence and enthusiasm.

Every child played their part beautifully, whether singing, speaking, or wriggling along to the
music!

We are incredibly proud of how hard the children worked to learn their lines and songs, and
we would like to thank parents and carers for their continued support. Well done to Year 1
for a truly memorable and heatarming performance.






Year 2 Colchester Trip

Year 2 had a wonderful day out at Colchester Zoo, filled with excitement, discovery, and
plenty of smiles. The trip became even more magical when the children were surprised by a
special visit from an elf and Father Christmas themselves! Throughout the day, the children
were exceptionally well behaved and an absolute delight to take on the trip. It was a truly
memorable experience for everyone.













Year 3 Stone Age Workshop

Year 3 Stone Age Workshop On Wednesday Dettember 2025, the whole of Year 3 were
transported back in time to the Stone Age, where they were led by Cavegirl Kate, Caveman
Pete and Wolfie.The children had a wonderful time learning all about the Stone Age,
including the three time periods it was split into, how people hunted and cooked food, as
well as how they discovered fire and the clothes they worear 3 were very lucky to be

able to explore a range of different artefacts and learn about what these used for.They

also became archaeologists, digging in the sand to find clues about what life was like back
then, as well as practicing throwing a spear to catch some food for their settlerméetday
finished with a lovely class photo, taken in front of a snowy backdrop, with the addition of a
snow machine.The children all had a wonderful time and learnt a [dhank you to all the
Year 3 parents for your continued support with these different learning opportunities.









Year 4 Art Gallery

In December, year 4 hosted their annual art gallery, where they presented the experience
work that they have worked hard on this term. There were some wonderful pieces of art of
display and children were able to talk about the famous artists linked to their work.

Thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed the event. It was disappointing to have to
remind parents about our expectations of children and parents behaviour at school events.
We hope that this doesn't happen again.

Nurture Group Panto Visit

Our Nurture Group children enjoyed a truly magical afternoon at the Harlow Playhouse,
where they watched a lively performance Sleeping BeautyThe trip was filled with

laughter, excitement, and plenty of classic panto fun. The children were wonderfully
engaged throughout the show and returned to school beaming with smiles and stories to
share. It was a fantastic experience for everyone involved!



Year 6 Christmas Carol Concert

Our Year 6 children gave a fantastic performance at the St Stephen's Church service, singing
a selection of Christmas carols beautifully. They sang with confidence and enthusiasm,
proudly representing our school in front of a supportive audience of parents, carers, and
family members, as well as children from Years 4 and 5. It was a lovely occasion.



