July 2025

Dear Parents & Carers,

I am pleased to provide you with the Annual Statement on behalf of the Governing body at Pear Tree Mead. Once again, we’ve had a fantastic year, with a lot to celebrate. 
Firstly, the links and connections we have been building with the other schools in the PCLC trust. Joint INSET days have been a great opportunity for staff to meet other leaders in their areas. The Reading challenge, Spelling Bee and most recently TT Rocks stars Maths Challenge have brought an exciting competitive element of learning for our students. There have been lots of opportunities for Pear Tree Mead students to visit Passmores for different events including after school sessions in Science, Music and ICT, transition days and recently some students going to watch Passmores’ production of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. All these things have helped strengthen our PCLC community within Harlow, and I look forward to next year and the continuation of these exciting opportunities.
The PCLC house system is now well established at school. Congratulations to members of Lion house for being top of the league this term!
We’ve been very pleased to be able to visit and spend time in the school with staff and students. This year our governors have volunteered with reading with early years, supported on various trips, been present during assemblies and Rock Steady concerts, volunteered with the Friends of Pear Tree Mead, been invited to be part of Inset days with staff and training events organised by PCLC, and have been able to meet with staff and students when monitoring areas of the school. We’ve been delighted once to help on stalls at the school Fairs, organised by our brilliant Friends of Pear Tree Mead. The Fairs have been a tremendous success this year, particular highlights have been the go karts at Summer Fair and the presence of St John’s ambulance, who were so brilliant demonstrating and instructing resuscitation. The Friends of PTM have once again raised an extraordinary amount to be donated to the school. This year one of the most fantastic additions to the school they have funded has been the wellie stations for each class. The Friends of PTM are always looking for volunteers to help with events, I would urge more to lend a hand in whatever way you can. The team is so welcoming and friendly and grateful for any support you can give. 
Our continued progress with the Opal project has been great to see. Those who have had children at PTM for a time will agree that the transformation of the outdoor space has been amazing. The village play area, sandpit, bikes and scooters for all, water station, book nooks, the mound and large parts building area, to name a few, have all provided a variety of outdoor play opportunities for students. Older students who have become play leaders and mentors do an amazing job of helping the younger students with their wellies, assisting with play, and getting them in from their playtime. It has created a really strong sense of togetherness within the school. Students across year groups now speak and look out for each other. It is no surprise therefore, that the school, when visited by the Opal project, was awarded the Platinum award for play. Congratulations to all at Pear Tree Mead for this fantastic achievement.
Another exciting addition to the school has been Numbers, the dog mentor. Although I have yet to meet Numbers, it has been brilliant hearing updates on his training and how he has settled into school. Mrs Peden spoke at our recent Governors' meeting on how classes knew that they had to be Numbers ready, making sure the floor was clean, and they were calm and quiet for Numbers to be able to come into their classroom. I also hear that for some students Numbers has given them a high five for their fantastic piece of work. 
As a local governing body we meet 4 times a year, some of which are face to face and others via teams. During these meetings, we discuss important things which have been happening at school, school policies, the school development plan and upcoming events. One of our main responsibilities as governors is to monitor various areas of the school including different curriculum areas, safeguarding, health and safety and SEND. The aim for our monitoring is to ensure the strategic development of the school and high standards are upheld. To complete our monitoring we get to visit the school and talk to the staff responsible for these areas. Speaking for myself and on behalf of the rest of the governing team, we are extremely impressed with how dedicated and hard-working all the staff are at Pear Tree Mead. 
We still have vacancies for parent and community governors, and if you are interested in finding out more about becoming a governor, please feel free to contact me via email or Mrs Townsend. 
Finally, I’d like to congratulate the Year 6 students on all their hard work for their SATS this year. Once again, the results are fantastic and a true credit to the hard work, determination, and resilience of our students and teachers. We are so very proud of you and hope you continue doing great things as you transition to the next stage of your education. But this aside, you have demonstrated you are so much more than just academic achievement. Your sense of teamwork, caring for others and taking pride in being a part of Pear Tree Mead shines through. It was lovely this year during our Governors’ meetings to be joined by some of the student leadership team, who gave us a pupils’ insight into what is happening at school. We got to hear all about the Year 6 residential trip, SATS exams boosters and most recently the Year 6 water fight and Pizza party!  You’ve clearly made so many wonderful memories whilst at Pear Tree Mead and your new schools are very lucky to have such excellent students joining them. Good luck for the future and remember that you are always Pupils That Matter.
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Rebecca Harvey
Chair of Governors
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