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Pear Tree Mead Academy October 2024 Newsletter 

 

In This Issue 

We share some news of activities that have taken place this half term, share more 

information about next half term and some important reminders.  

ω Message from the Headteacher.  

ω What's coming up next term? 

ω FOPTM update 



ω What's been going on this half term? 

ω Governors needed 

ω Reminders 

ω Contact Us 

Message from Mrs Peden, Headteacher 

Dear Parents 

 

What a lovely first half term we have had at Pear Tree Mead.  All our new children have 

settled in well into Reception, Nursery and Pre school and we have welcomed lots of new 

children to other years across the school too. 

As usual its been a busy half term, please read below to see what we have been up to.  

Highlights have been Kingswood for the year 6 children, Sports Day for KS2, Thorndon Wood 

for Year 2, our annual trip to the church for our Harvest Assembly and much much more.   It 

was also lovely to see so many parents either face to face or virtually at our parents evening.  

I know teachers enjoyed talking to you to share how your children have settled into their 

new classes and the targets set for the rest of the year.  

Thank you to the 200 parents who completed the parents questionnaire,  We will be looking 

into some of the actions and results next term.  We will communicate these results and our 

planned actions through the December newsletter.  

A big thank you and well done to parents and children who have been getting used to our 

new opening and closing times.  A reminder that the school doors open at 8.40am and the 

school day end s at 3.15pm.   

Next half term  is usually our busiest of the year with the festivities of Christmas starting.  All 

children will be making Christmas crafts to sell to family, having Christmas parties and having 

a Christmas dinner (which will need to be booked).  Some year groups have Christmas 

performances, others have parent sessions.  Please see below what your children will be 

getting up to.    All events are shared in the newsletter below, on parentmail events, on class 

curriculum letters and on our school website calendar.  

We are looking forward to an exciting FOPTM change this year.  The Christmas Bazaar will be 

held on a Saturday afternoon.  All the usual events will be taking place  - Year 6 games, 

Santa's grotto, Games and things to buy, food and drink and much much more.  Please come 

along and support the school on Saturday 14th December 12pm - 3pm.   

 



We hope you have a restful half term and we look forward to seeing you on the 4th 

November.   

Mrs Peden  

What's coming up next term? 

4th November - Children back to school - Whole school   

7th November  - FOPTM Halloween Disco  (after school) - Whole school at different times.   

11th - 15th  November - School Kindness Week  

12th November  - Odd Sock Day ς whole school   

12th November  ς Two Johns Workshops ς throughout the day for children ς online safety.    

12th November   ς WORKSHOP FOR ALL PARENTS ς online safety 8pm ς online with ΨThe 2 

johnsΩ   - please see link below to find out more information about this.  

13th November  ς World Kindness Day - Whole school   

21st November  - Induction meeting - 2pm - New Nursery parents   

25th November - PCLC Rugby tournament - after school Passmores - Team TBD  

28th November  - Year 4 Gallery of work  for parents (1.30 - 3.00pm)  

29th November  - Inset day ς school closed to pupils - Whole school   

1st Advent event starts  

4th and 5th December - Donation days for Christmas Bazaar - Tombola and Teddies - to be 

entered into a prize draw.  

6th December - PANTO  ς Beauty and the Beast   ς (External Company) (pm) - EY and KS1 

children to watch  

6th December  ς House Reward  - winning house to be announced via parentmail 

9th December - Pre school  Singalong at 11am to 12pm ς Pre school parents to watch.   

10th December - Year 1 Nativity  at 9.30am - 10.30am - Elm and Fir parents to watch ς 

tickets will be issued.   

12th December  - Nursery Singalong at 9.30am - 10.15am Ash and Aspen parents to watch ς 

tickets will be issued.   

12th December ς Year 5 Drumming at Passmores ς 6pm  - For Year 5 children that have been 

chosen.  More info has already been sent to those children.   



12th December - Rockband Assembly for invited parents  

13th December - Non uniform day for donations for the Bazaar ς whole school  - chocolate 

or a bottle of pop  

SATURDAY 14th December -   FOPTM Christmas Bazaar ς 12 - 3pm ς all invited to 

attend.  Year 6 children will be running games.  

16th and 17th December - FOPTM Christmas Present Sale  - £2.50 a present to buy   

17th December ς EY (Aspen and Reception) and KS1  Christmas Lunch  - Christmas clothes to 

be worn all day  

18th December  - Nursery and Pre-school last day. Pre School Graduation for those children 

moving up.  Nursery class party today.  

19th  December  - Christmas Dinner KS2  ς Christmas clothes to be worn all day   

19th December - Yr. 6 children attend Church (rehearsal) (am) - local community invited - 

am   

20th December - Year 6 Church Service at church.  Year 4 and 5 to watch - 9.30am 

start.  Parents of Year 6 are invited to attend.   

Christmas Parties this week ς Dates TBC - all children to come in party clothes for the day.  - 

Food sign up lists will be put up.  

20th December - Adult helper and FOPTM thank you 11am ς 11.30am - staffroom.   

20th December ς End of Term at 1.30pm  

20th December ς Preloved uniform sale and book give away ς 1.30pm ς small hall.  

6th January - Start of term  - Whole school   

The Two Johns Workshop - for parents, staff and children  

12th November   ς WORKSHOP FOR ALL PARENTS ς online safety 8pm ς online with ΨThe 2 

johnsΩ 

Parents 20:00-21:30 -  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88654601463 - zoom link  

Please attend this important zoom call as this workshop contains information to support / 

protect your children online.   

The 2 Johns are both qualified Police Trainers and EST E-Safety Training offer a large range of 

bespoke training options. 



They are both CEOP Ambassador trainers and are qualified to deliver Think You Know (TUK) 

training courses. They trained every Youth Officer within Essex Police and qualified them to 

run E Safety assemblies in schools throughout Essex. 

They have delivered many presentations within schools and specialise in Parent and Teacher 

events. The feedback for their sessions has been outstanding and they would be happy to 

provide details of the schools they have worked within so as you may seek up to date 

testimonials. 

They can be found on Facebook at ΨEST E Safety TrainingΩ where you will see the numerous 5 

star reviews and recommendations they have received. 

Over the past year ΨThe 2 JohnsΩ have delivered their Walk Online Roadshow ϰ to in excess 

of 100000 young people and the feedback received has been continually outstanding and 

over the past few years ΨThe 2 JohnsΩ have been keynote speakers at many professionals 

events sharing their expertise around all issues of Online Child Sexual Exploitation. 

 

Primary Online Events - eSafety Training - Information about the training we are receiving as 

children, staff and parents 

Parent/Carer Area - eSafety Training - the online resources that they share 

www.esafetytraining.org  

Find them on Facebook EST e-safety Training  

Parents 20:00-21:30 -  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88654601463 

Please see the attached joining instructions.  

On Line Joining Instructions Parents Only.docx 

What's been going on this half term? 

Year 6  - Kingswood  

On the 23rd of September, many of our Year 6 pupils spent an amazing week at 

Kingswood in Norfolk. They excelled in different challenges and adventures and certainly had 

fun being away from home.  They also had a wonderful afternoon at the beach and travelled 

to Blakeney Point to visit the seals. We are all so proud of how the children pushed 

themselves out of their comfort zones and faced a lot of fears, as well as making memories 

that will last a lifetime.    The children then performed their Kingswood assembly to their 

parents and the year 5 children and parents were invited.  Year 5 children can now book a 

place for September 2025.    

https://esafetytraining.org/training-events/primary-school-training-events/primary-online-events/
https://esafetytraining.org/resources/parents-carers-area/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88654601463
https://peartreemeadessexsch.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/Parentupdates/EW-rCBPZLvFHsPkiS2Al1i4BytwID7qd1NOs5W0qxBn6-w?e=Gc9nWC


There were a small group of children who did not attend Kingswood. They stayed at school 

for the week and took part in lots of fun activities.   

Below are the links to the photos from Kingswood and Non Kingswood week.  

Arrival and Day 1 - https://sway.cloud.microsoft/yqzROv7NExfofQxA?ref=Link 

Day 2 - https://sway.cloud.microsoft/CGBh0vcBLMM5UAxQ?ref=Link 

Day 3 - https://sway.cloud.microsoft/OGuUAlBO0Ie9Xf77?ref=Link 

Day 4 - https://sway.cloud.microsoft/F2xV5f0tJjx6zGcn?ref=Link 

Day 5 - https://sway.cloud.microsoft/x6qF3l8Vmlw8GmWy?ref=Link 

Non Kingswood photos -https://sway.cloud.microsoft/Cu5tIDwh9rKRftsD?ref=Link 

Charities  

Thank you to our school councillors for collecting information from all the classes about our 

charities  for this year. 

There were so many amazing ideas and suggestions. 

It has been decided  

Autumn Term Charity -  Harvest Collection - for Harlow Food bank Harlow Foodbank | 

Feeding Local People in Crisis - Food donations have come in and have now been collected 

for the foodbank.  

Spring Term Charity -the children decided on a local animal charity -  HEART (Harlow Essex 

Animal Rescue Team)  HEART (heartrescue.co.uk)   -PJ day - wear PJ and bring a blanket and 

animal toy to school, will read some animal stories whilst all snuggled up in warm PJs - 

20th Jan 2025  - £1 donation 

Summer Term Charity - the children decided on a local children's charity - PACT for Autism 

(offering support children and families with Autism in West Essex)  Autism Support | PACT 

For Autism | England - CRAZY HAIR DAY - £1 donation - 16th May 2025 

School Lunches  

We have been working with ISS over the last few months to improve the school dinners for 

children at PTM.  This has included a parent questionnaire and a school council 

questionnaire.   

As part of the feedback there have been some improvements made 

ω a new look counter top and serving dishes, 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/yqzROv7NExfofQxA?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/CGBh0vcBLMM5UAxQ?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/OGuUAlBO0Ie9Xf77?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/F2xV5f0tJjx6zGcn?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/x6qF3l8Vmlw8GmWy?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/Cu5tIDwh9rKRftsD?ref=Link
https://harlow.foodbank.org.uk/
https://harlow.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.heartrescue.co.uk/
https://www.pactforautism.org.uk/
https://www.pactforautism.org.uk/


ω  new salad bar layout, 

ω  flavoured water station, a 

ω a  healthy snack system for Ks2 children pre eating their food,  

ω fun special menu 

ω a voting station  

ω and then a taster sessions for parents and children during parents evening.  

The feedback from staff and children has been good and there has been improvements in 

uptake too.    Children and parents all enjoyed the new tasters of the menu that will start 

after half term - please see the school website for the new menu,    

There has also been a request to look into supplying Halal chicken - we are still looking into 

this and will get back to you soon.  

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Reception Karate Workshop  

The Reception children had an opportunity to do a Karate Workshop with Karate Harlow & 

Chelmsford, Dan the instructor showed the children Karate moves and let them put them 

into practice. The children enjoyed the karate workshop. They were super listeners and 

enjoyed learning different karate skills. Sensei Dan also ran any assembly for KS1 and Ks2 

children, which they really enjoyed. Thank you to Dan from Karate Harlow & Chelmsford 

Sports Day  

Last month, The KS2 children had their sports day! For the first time, the entirety of KS2 had 

their sports day in one day, which was a success. The children participated in races, and a 

variety of field events. 

Well done to the children for their efforts in sports day. You were all superstars. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Year 2 Trip  

Year 2 went on a fantastic trip to Thorndon wood country park. We had so much fun dressed 

as pirates, exploring the wood, building a huge ship, burying treasure and making maps, we 

even got to light our own fires! We had such a brilliant day team building together, what a 

great way to kick start our  school year! 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Maths Day  

 

On Wednesday 16th October our pupils took part in Maths Day, which saw the launch of 

Times Tables Rock Stars in a fun assembly to start the day!  There was a big focus on 

using  problem-solving strategies and on building resilience.   Our pupils really enjoyed the 

fun activities that were planned and we are looking forward to seeing more of their 

problem-solving skills in lessons throughout the year.  

 


