
 

February 2025 newsletter 

Pear Tree Mead Academy February 2025 Newsletter 

 

In This Issue 

We share some news of activities that have taken place this half term, share more 

information about next half term and some important reminders.  

Message from Mrs Peden, Headteacher 

Dear parents 

 



This half term has flown by and we have been so busy as a school.   

There has been so many exciting developments with our opal play project and the children 

are loving the freedom of the 31 zones across the school.  Thank you to the parents who 

have been so supportive and understanding about the new outdoors ethos.  So many 

children now have wellies in school which means that children are accessing all the fun.  We 

are aware that the weather hasn't been great this half term which has led to the school 

being very muddy.  Please don't worry about your children coming to school in muddy coats, 

we know this means they have been really enjoying the activities.    We are reminding 

children to keep the paths when they are wearing their school shoes so that keep their 

indoor shoes clean, it's also been good to see children coming in with spare clothes so that 

children they can change if needed.   Some children have bought in puddle suits which have 

been so good for really enjoying the play.  We are currently working with our uniform 

supplier to see if they can add them to our uniform list.  Please see the sway links to see 

what the children have been up to.   

 https://sway.cloud.microsoft/1ecqOpjOfC6F9BVR?ref=Link  Part 1  - up until 31st Jan 2025 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/I5qVj8R46GgECdY5?ref=Link  Part 2  - From introduction of the 

31 zones. Feb 2025  

The children really enjoyed our charity day this term, the children looked fab in their PJs  and 

enjoyed bringing in their blankets and toys for animal story time.  The next charity day is on 

the 16th May and is raising money and awareness of PACT and will be a non uniform crazy 

hair day.  

The Year 2 children had a great day today during their Great Fire of London experience.  

They really showed their knowledge that they have been learning so far.  See some photos 

below of the fun.  

We have continued to work closely with our PCLC trust.  5 year 5 children have been 

attending a computing club after school, they have been really enjoying this.  We were also 

pleased to welcome a large group of 20 year 10 students from Passmores and Stewards who 

want to be teachers in the future.  They spent the morning in classes to see what it was like 

in a primary school class being a teacher.  We would also like to thank our peer mentors 

from Passmores who are still coming regularly every week to read with the year 4 children.   

A big well done our Pupil Leadership Team who presented to our governors last week at our 

meeting.  They really did themselves and the school proud and talked to the governors 

about ISS and lunches, our opal project, the speeling bee and reading competition and our 

links with PCLC.   

A big thank you and well done to our school council this year .They have supported  me  with 

improving the school dinner menu, finding out about clubs, improving our opal provision, 

thinking about what else to do in houses and much more.  They now come to the end of 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/1ecqOpjOfC6F9BVR?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/I5qVj8R46GgECdY5?ref=Link


their time as SC and new reps have been voted in to start after half term for the rest of the 

year.   I look forward to working with them for the rest of the school year.  

We are pleased to remind you about our exciting chance to have a therapy dog at PTM.  A 

reminder to let us know about any allergies so that we can update your child's records.    

Please see the letter that we have sent out for more information.  

We are looking forward to transferring our parent communication to Arbor.  Please sign up 

for the app before the deadline so that you don't miss out on vital information.   This will 

also be the way to communicate your child's absence moving forward.   Please see the 

separate email sent this week about how to do this. 

Below is some more information about what is going on next term and also some more 

information and photos from this half term.  There are also some important reminders for 

parents.   

We wish you a restful and enjoyable half term and we will see you all on the 24th February.  

Mrs Peden  

ω Message from the Headteacher.  

ω What's coming up next term? 

ω FOPTM update 

ω What's been going on this half term? 

ω Governors needed 

ω Reminders 

ω Contact Us 

What's coming up next term? 

24th February 2025 - Start of term   - whole school  

27th Feb - new school council team - first meeting  

24th Feb - ALL write week ς with PCLC schools  - whole school   

3rd March - Spelling Bee  - round 2 - In assembly time for the 6 finalists of each year 

group.     

3rd March - End of reading competition ς this week  (winners announced on World Book 

day)  

3rd March - Relationship and Sex Education (RSE) week  - Year 1 to 6  - thank you those 

parents who read the information that we sent out and we have shared the resources that 



will be taught to your children. Please see info that has already been sent out via parent mail 

for more information.  

4th March - Reception phonics workshop for parents  

4th March - Pancake Day special menu  

6th March - Pinocchio Production - am  - KS 2 ς at Passmores  

6th March - Key Stage 2 World Book Day ς PLEASE WEAR A COSTUME FROM Pinocchio 

production READY TO WATCH THE PLAY THAT DAY ς at Passmores.   

6th March - Key Stage 1 and EY World Book Day ς come dressed as a book character  

6th March - World Book Day Special menu  

10th - 14th March ς Science week -  activities in school - all week  - SALE of science toys for 

children - more information to follow.   

10th and 11th - Easter Egg donation for FOPTM - to be entered into a raffle competition  

13th March ς Young Carers Awareness Day   

13th March - Year 6 Crucial Crew Outing  

14th March - Inset day ς School closed to pupils  

21st March - Non Uniform day - for donations of Chocolate or Bottles for the Easter Fayre.  

22nd March - (Saturday) ς Easter Fayre ς all welcome to attend 12pm - 3pm  

24th March - Reports home to parents ς Year 1 to 6 

25th March - Parents Consultation 3.30pm ς 5.30pm face to face   

25th March - New menu tasting for all - large hall after school till 5.30pm  

26th March - Parents Consultation 5.00pm ς 7.30pm via teams   

27th March - Nursery Induction  - Time to be confirmed   

28th March - MotherΩs Day afternoon 1.30pm - 3pm ς Year 1 and 2 female adults invited 

24th and 25th March ς FOPTM Mothers Day sale - £2.50 a present - Children will be 

collected during the school day and be taken to buy their present. 

31st March - Swimming Gala ς all week ς Whole school   

31st March - Easter Assembly  - 9am ς 10.30am  - Year 3 and 4 children will be attending the 

church,   

1st April - Year 3,4,5 and 6 (winner and a friend) to Passmores for the cross school final of 

the Spelling Bee.  



2nd April  - Easter/Spring Singalong  ς Reception ς 9.30am - 10am ς parents will be 

invited.  Tickets will be issued.   

2nd April - Easter Special menu  

2nd April - Easter Egg Hunt Activity (all day)   - Whole school 

2nd - Nursery and pre school to finish. Pre School Graduation.   

3rd April- Chocolate raffle, Prizes for Easter competition will be presented ς FOPTM   

3rd April  ς Year 2 class work sharing 9.15am - 10am ς for great fire of London  - Year 2 

parents invited.  

3rd April ς House Reward to the winning house  

4th April  - End of Term @ 1.30pm - Please note the finish time is 1:30pm 

4th  ς Preloved uniform sale and book, milk and fruit give away  ς 1.30pm  ς small hall.  

New School Council  

Congratulations to our new School Councillors for the rest of the Year 

Elm ς Aaliyah Harker and Louie Cutting 

Fir  - Archie Pinchen and Jasmine Reynolds 

Hazel ς Maddison Satchell and Arthur Weemes 

Juniper ς Emilia Wasilewska and Ralphie Randall 

Lavender  - Harvey Ashman and Inaaya Menevilli 

Mulberry ς Henry Watkins and Holly Julian  

Oak ς Elion Lleshi and Sara Alan  

Pine ς Ava Grodon and Kofi Agyei 

Redwood - Miles Eaden-Green and Alexis Shaw 

Sycamore ς Spencer Collins and Evie Archer  

Willow ς Mollie Wallace and Vinnie Smith   

Yew ς Reggie John Clarke and Scarlett Staples  



What's been going on this half term? 

Tri-Golf  

Some of the year 3/4 children went to a Tri-Golf festival at Church Langley school. All the 

children did really well, and learnt some golf skills! Well done to all involved. 

 

 

 



 

Charity Day  

On the 20th January we had Pyjama day to raise money for one of the local chosen charities 

HEART (Harlow Essex Animal Rescue Team). The children thoroughly enjoyed wearing their 

pyjamas and bringing in their teddies and blankets. Thank you to all parents who donated £1.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

E Safety Day  

Our school marked Internet Safety Day with a dynamic assembly focused on protecting 

ourselves from online scams. During the assembly, we introduced the acronym SCAM as a 

simple guide to recognizing common scam warning signs: 

ω S - Seems too good to be true 

ω C - Contact: being approached unexpectedly for something 

ω A - Asking for personal information or bank details 

ω M - Money: requests for money or a trade 

We explained how these elements can appear in various online contextsτsuch as in video 

games, pop-up adverts, and social media interactionsτand discussed practical ways to stay 

safe. We also talked about the importance of speaking to a trusted adult if something 

happens online that makes them feel uncomfortable or unsure.Following the assembly, the 

students returned to their classrooms where they participated in engaging activities with 

their teachers. These activities encouraged them to think about real-life scenarios where 

they might encounter scams, reinforcing the lesson with practical examples and discussion. 



Mental Health Week 3rd - 7th Feb 2025 

 The Power of Walk and Talk 

As part of Mental Health Week, one simple and effective way to support mental well-being is 

through a Walk and Talk. This activity combines physical exercise with meaningful 

conversation, helping to reduce stress and improve emotional health. The children 

thoroughly enjoyed their walk and talked lots about various topics from some set cards from 

the local authority. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Staff Wellbeing  

During mental health week we made sure we considered the staff's wellbeing as well.  Its 

important to look after all stakeholders to ensure children can be educated and cared for in 

the best way. We put out our hot chocolate station in the staffroom and had some themed 

clothes days.  We also played a duck hunt game (your child might have mentioned it as the 

children loved helping the staff find the miniature ducks around the school)    

Mental Health Week  - in class  

Each class during mental health week  did different activities with the children, some 

practiced their breathing, learnt about their minds and created posters.   All the children too 

part in their PSHE lessons about mental health which included some TPP lessons.      

PCLC Reading Competition and Spelling Bee  

Spelling Bee 

Congratulations to all the children who have taken part in the spelling bee round 1 this week.  

They all did amazingly well and have been trying really hard to learn these words.    We now 

have 3 finalists from each class who will be sent Round 2 words home to practise over half 

term and ready for the final when we get back after the break.  (Assemblies will take place 

on the week of the 3rd March)   Congratulations to our finalists.  Their photos are now on 

our spelling bee display board and they will have received a certificate today in their class 

celebration assembly time.  

Well done to our finalists 

Beech -  Luke Burton,  Daisy Bovingdon Nash,   Daphne Neville 

Cedar - Saule Kisarauskaite. Adar Copurkuyu, Grace Watkins 

Fir - Archie Pinchen,  Aria-Grace Poplar,  Lowan Oliver 

Elm -  Matei Nicula, Ronnie Smith,  George Naghi 

Hazel - Sam Riley,  Ana Mihai, Ava Reid 

Juniper-  Charlotte Cossins,  Mark Filipov, Dylan Taylor 

Mulberry - Darcie White, Willow Waterman, Ava Wilman Mosley 

Lavender  - Cody Parnham,  Ruby Kerrigan, Alessia Cioroaba 

Oak - Amen Bamikole,  Perkins Okunmaba, Elion Lleshi 

Pine - Grace Harris, Haidar Rehman, Kit Calladine  



Redwood - Nina Warynska,  Elina Timofejeva, Dwayne Grandsable 

Sycamore -Ruzgar Inac,  Hanna Zdrojewska,  Robyn Adegbuyi 

Willow's  - Stanley Wing, Rachel Hoy, Hudson McKay 

Yew - Lacey Hymas,  Berat Mollaibryam,  Mo Rehman 

 

Reading competition 

We are now 4 weeks in to the reading competition and the results are below.  Well done to 

Yew class who have won 3 weeks out of the 4.  Well done to those parents and children who 

have been reading 3 times a week.  The results are not as good as we hoped and currently 

we are not in the lead for the £300 whole school prize.  Let's see if we can have a few 

amazing last weeks and up our overall percentage.   



 

Young Voices 2025 

On 22nd January, our talented choir took part in the Young Voices concert at the O2 Arena 

in London, joining thousands of other schoolchildren for an incredible night of music and 

excitement! After months of hard work and rehearsals, our pupils performed a fantastic 

setlist alongside a live band and special guest artists.The atmosphere was electric, and the 

children sang their hearts out, creating memories that will last a lifetime. It was an amazing 

opportunity to be part of such a huge musical event, and we are so proud of everyone who 

took part. Well done to our amazing choir! ὛὝὟὠ  

 



Year 2 Great Fire of London Interactive Production  

On the 14th February the Year 2 children had the fantastic opportunity to watch an 

interactive production about the Great Fire of London. The performance brought history to 

life, helping them deepen their understanding of this significant event in an engaging and 

exciting way! The children had a great time, actively participating and applying what 

theyΩve learned in class. A wonderful experience for all! ὛὝὟὠ  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Saplings Colour Day  

To finish of our Colour topic Saplings had a colour day, they came to school in colourful 

clothes and took part in colour activities. They also had a colourful snack. It was lots of fun. 



 

 


