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In This Issue 

We share some news of activities that have taken place this half term, share more 

information about next half term and some important reminders.  

ω Message from the Headteacher.  

ω What's coming up next term? 

ω What's been going on this half term? 

ω In Other News 



ω FOPTM news 

ω Reminders 

ω Information / Support for Parents  

ω Governors needed 

ω Contact Us 

Message from Mrs Peden, Headteacher 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we approach the end of the Autumn term, I would like to take this opportunity to reflect 

on the wonderful achievements and experiences  we have reached together as a school 

community this term. 

It has been a busy and exciting term, filled with new learning, inspiring activities, and 

memorable moments. Our pupils have shown incredible dedication and enthusiasm in 

everything they do, and it has been a joy to see them grow both academically and personally. 

From class makes projects, class Christmas trees to festive events and parties, their hard 

work and creativity have shone through, and I could not be prouder of them.  Our Pre school, 

Nursery and Year 1 Christmas performances were a joy to watch last week.  All the staff and 

children worked so hard.  Thank you to our visitors for coming to watch and show their 

support for the children.    It was lovely to see so many families visit our Christmas Bazaar 

last weekend.  Thank you to our amazing team of FOPTM parents who stepped up to help 

out.  Thank you to Jukes for donating the snow globe, which certainly was enjoyed by all.  

Thank you to our Year 6 children who took the time to make a game and then come and run 

it for the event.    

I would like to extend my thanks to all our staff, who have worked tirelessly to support and 

inspire our children, and to you, our parents and carers, for your continued partnership and 

support. Together, we are helping to create a positive and nurturing environment for our 

children to thrive.    

As we head into the holiday season, I hope you all have the opportunity to enjoy some well-

deserved rest and quality time with your loved ones. This mornings Year 6 church service 

certainly helps us all get into the festive spirit.  We look forward to welcoming everyone back 

in the New Year, ready for more exciting adventures and learning opportunities in 2025.  We 

have some really exciting opal news coming next term....... Please make sure your children 

are ready for this with wellies!  

OPAL update of photos https://sway.cloud.microsoft/1ecqOpjOfC6F9BVR?ref=Link 

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/1ecqOpjOfC6F9BVR?ref=Link


Wishing you all a joyful and peaceful Christmas break! 

Mrs Peden 

Headteacher 

 

1 - A reminder that if anyone mentions PTM to Jukes during a sale that they will give the school £500. 

Parent Questionnaire  

Attached are the links to our parent questionnaire results and our action plan based on the 

comments.  Thank you for the lovely comments that we received as part of the comments 

sections and for those of you who have made suggestions to help us improve the school for 

your children.  Please have a read to see what we have plans to do based on your comments.  

Some of them have already been addressed via the link.   

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/mWBuHUlxEyJrvzgs?ref=Link 

Questionnaire for Parents.pdf 

What's coming up next term? 

6th January - Whole School Start of Term 

6th January - Current Pre School & Nursery Start 

8th January - New nursery Children Staggered Start 

13th January -  Launch of cross PCLC primary schools reading competition and Spelling Bee  

https://sway.cloud.microsoft/mWBuHUlxEyJrvzgs?ref=Link
https://peartreemeadessexsch.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Parentupdates/EevBIhVqLeVCsu-riR0nXMoB6YuciPEaRcccmpbRbgV0Bw?e=OJntPb


20th January - Charity Day - Wear PJs, bring a blankets and a toy animal for HEART charity 

(Local Harlow Animal charity)  - £1 donation to charity  

22nd January - Young Voices - Year 5 & 6 who have signed up  

23rd January - Siblings photo day, and Individuals for Nursery, Pre School and anyone new 

to the school ς Whole school  Before school group shots for anyone who would like to 

attend 8am - small hall ς for any sibling groups with children who do not attend 

PTM.   (morning time change)  

31st January - Inset Day  

3rd February - Children's Mental Health Week 

5th February -  CANCELLED-FOPTM disco (after school) -CANCELLED   

10th February - PCLC Spelling Bee  - Yr R to 6 - Round 1 - in class  

11th February - Online Safety Day  

14th February - Year 2 - Great Fire of London Visitor 

14th February - Pre School - Colour Day  

14th February - Last day of term - Normal Finish Time  

14th February - Preloved uniform sale and book give away ς 3pm ς small hall 

24th February - Whole School Start of Term  

New Spelling Scheme Year 2-6 

As a school, we are starting a new spelling scheme and therefore the way we will be learning 

and assessing the spellings is going to slightly change. Each week, the spelling list will have a 

rule that they follow. Your child will be tested on the weeks spelling, before seeing them. 

They will then learn the rule and complete work in class, as well as having time to practise at 

school and home. The following week, they will then be tested on the same spellings again 

to see if there has been improvement. Also, inside your child's homework book there is a list 

of statutory year group words. Please look at these with your child, so they are familiarised 

with them, as these are the words we are expecting to see in their writing. 



What's been going on this half term? 

Thank you  

A massive thank you to Harlow Police and Kids Inspire Charity - who have both donated lots 

of presents for some children at PTM.  Some of our young carers and nominated families 

received presents and food parcels for over the Christmas break.  

 

Congrats 

A big well done to the staff who have been working with the PTI - Prince's Trust Institute on 

part of their professional development.  We were really pleased to have received our PTI 

Award.   



 

PSHE Update  

In our recent parent survey parents said they they were unaware of what PSHE activities the 

children took part in.  Attached is the schools overview for this term.  

PSHE newsletter slides Aut 2024.docx 

Behaviour updates and Reminders  

Behaviour - Update  

Did you know that at PTM we deliver the Zones Curriculum?  

What are the zones? 

The Zones are a systematic, cognitive behavioural approach used to teach self-regulation by 

categorising all the different ways we feel and states of alertness we experience into four 

concrete coloured zones.  

The Red zone is used to describe extremely heightened states of alertness and intense 

emotions. A person may be elated or experiencing anger, rage, explosive behaviour, 

devastation, or terror when in the Red zone. 

The Yellow zone is also used to describe a heightened state of alertness and elevated 

emotions; however one has more control when they are in the yellow zone. A person may 

be experiencing stress, frustration, anxiety, excitement, silliness, the wiggles, or nervousness 

when in the Yellow zone.  

https://peartreemeadessexsch.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/Parentupdates/EWVV6X-FheVHkbFVCOyPknABJwWSHJKXQWqXPQoH7tDemg?e=eP2qe9


The Green zone is used to describe a calm state of alertness. A person may be described as 

happy, focused, content, or ready to learn when in the Green zone. This is the zone where 

optimal learning occurs. 

The Blue zone is used to describe low states of alertness and down feelings such as when 

one feels sad, tired, sick, or bored.  

By addressing underlying deficits in emotional and sensory regulation, executive functioning, 

and social cognition, the framework is designed to help move pupils towards independent 

regulation. ItΩs a way of individuals understanding their behaviour and emotions, and how 

this can impact on themselves and those around them. This will support their learning of 

what tools they can use to manage their feelings and states. Examples of ΨtoolsΩ include, but 

are not limited to, fidget tools, respite time, quiet space, weighted blankets, sand 

timers/glitter bottles, Ψthink 5Ω, positive thoughts and physical activities. 

Over the Christmas break, you may wish to use the above zones to support your child 

through all the excitement!  

Kindness week and Odd sock day  

In this past term  KINDNESS week took place (11th - 15th November 2024), where we were 

thinking about all the things we could do to be kind to one another and 'choosing respect', 

supporting anti-bullying, and underpinning our school expectations. We launched the week 

with a special guest, Amy Gair, from the Youth Worker Team, taking assembly on Monday 

11th November. This was a great hit with the children, where they learnt a lot about 

kindness and respect. Following this, children, and adults, were invited to wear odd socks to 

celebrate what makes us unique, we enjoyed seeing all the colourful designs! 

The theme of the week this year was 'Choose Respect' - making a noise about anti-

bullying!  The theme of 'Choose Respect' came about following consultation with teachers 

and pupils by the Anti-Bullying Alliance which coordinates Anti-Bullying Week every year in 

England and Wales. Schools wanted a theme that empowered everyone to do something 

positive to counter the harm and hurt that bullying can cause. As a school we decided to 

take this one step further by re-naming the week KINDNESS week, where we looked in detail 

about kindness, what this means and how it is shown. Children completed tasks in class, 

took part in PSHE sessions and demonstrated kindness throughout the week and beyond.  

Kindness Week reminded everyone, whether itΩs in school, at home, in the community or 

online, to make positive choices and 'choose respect!' We encouraged one another to take 

part in random acts of kindness across the school, what this looks like and how it makes us 

feel.  

Throughout the week, and across this past half term, children learnt about combating and 

managing bullying and unkind behaviours, and how this is combatable through aspects 



of kindness. We also be covered concepts of consent e.g., who owns their bodies. We took 

part in many practical and discussion-based activities which were complimented by books 

read aloud to classes. 

We really enjoyed the week and learnt a lot!  

Thank you  

Thank you to one of our parents who has made up some new pots for outside the main 

office.  They look lovely.  They are even in house colours  

 



 

SPORT AT PTM  

BOCCIA 

On Friday 8th November, some of our year 4 pupils tried their hand at a new sport called 

Boccia at a sports tournament at Mark Hall Academy. Boccia is a sport similar to boules 

which involves players rolling a ball as close as possible to the 'jack'. The children picked up 

this new sport quickly and performed well during the tournament. 

 



 

 

 

RUGBY 

The year 6's participated in a PCLC tag rugby tournament after school at Passmores. This was 

the first cross school tournament between the PCLC schools this year. The children 

performed amazingly and won the tournament! Well done to all involved.  Thank you to 

Jukes Estate agent for sponsoring our new kit.   



 

BASKETBALL 

Six enthusiastic Year 4 pupils were selected to represent our school at a basketball festival, 

competing against other schools. They showed great teamwork and determination, 

putting in tremendous effort throughout the event. Most importantly, they had an 

amazing time and made us all proud with their positive attitude and sportsmanship! 

 

The Two Johns Online Safety Workshop 

We were very lucky to join the other PCLC primary schools on the TWO JOHN's ONLINE 

SAFETY WORKSHOP.  The workshops were all very informative and the children enjoyed 



them.  After school staff joined in a training session and then there was a parent session 

after.  Thank you to those of you who attended.  The feedback was very positive all round.  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Passmores Peer Support  

We have been really lucky this term to have 12 Passmores students join us at 8am every 

week to read with our Year 4 children.  This will be continuing after the holidays as well.  

Some more children will be invited to attend this. Thank you to these students for 

volunteering their time.  We invited them to come along for a Christmas dinner to say thank 

you.  

 



 

 



Passmores After School Clubs 

We have been invited to attend half termly after school clubs at Passmores.  This half term 

was  African drumming.  4 Year 5 children attended and then took part in the Passmores 

show last week.  We were really proud of them performing in front of such a large audience.   

Next half term is a computing club.  6 children who have shown real promise with their 

computing skills have been chosen to attend.   

 



 

Christmas Competitions  

We held our annual Class Christmas Tree Competition this month.  Look at all the amazing 

trees the children have made.  This years theme was Christmas Films.  The winner this year 

is Willow. 

We also held our Christmas Creations Competition.  Classes are given £20 each to buy 

resources.  They create Christmas items to sell.  Our winning class was Lavender with a profit 

of £121.   

 

Well done to all the children and staff who worked hard on their Christmas creations and 

trees.  Thank you to those parents who brought their children's amazing creations.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

Breakfast Club  

In breakfast club the children decorated the Small Hall Christmas tree, well done, it looks 

wonderful. 

 



 

 



 

 

Pre School 

On the 18th November Saplings class walked to the local post box to post their Father 

Christmas letters with their grown ups, some of us wore Christmas hats and headbands. It 

was lots of fun! 


