Welcome to Reception
2020-2021 Cohort

Meet the
team
Who will I be working with?

The teachers

Mrs Leafe

Miss Butler

The teaching assistants

Mrs Cooper Miss Scafe Mrs Payne Mrs Riddoch Miss White Miss Levy

What will a day be
like?
Let’s see how your day will start

When I come into
school:
• You will come into the Reception classrooms through a gate.
• You will put your water bottle/lunchbox on the trolley.
• You will put your coat on your own peg (this will have your name on it).

• You will put your book bag in the box.
• If you are having a school dinner you will go to the adult at the big screen to choose.
• You will place your name on the self-registration board.
• Then it is time to get busy with your friends by exploring the activities in the classroom.

My day:
Throughout the day you can explore the activities in both of the classrooms and in the Early Years
garden. They are set up to support the topic and the 7 areas of the Early Years curriculum
(curriculum maps are available on our website for you to see what the children are learning each
term).
Sometimes you will choose how you learn and play with your friends, at other times you will
complete activities with adults..
Across each day there will be 4 whole class teaching sessions,. This includes daily phonics and lots
of other sessions linked to the Early Years areas. For most of these you will sit with your class on
the carpet area.
Each day you will have snack. We have lots of different food to try, including a variety of fruit and
vegetables and things like dips, biscuits, yoghurt and toast. Sometimes you make your own snack.
We always wash our hands before having food.

Lunchtime:
Before lunchtime you will go to the toilet and wash your hands.
At lunchtime you may have a packed lunch or a school dinner. If you have a
packed lunch you will eat your lunch in the small hall and if you have a school
dinner you will eat your lunch in the large hall. You will queue up to get your
food. You will pick up the cutlery that you need and carry your tray to the table.
When you are finished you will tidy up your things in the trolley.
After eating you will go out onto the Early Years garden and playground to play.
In the summer term you will join the year 1 and 2 children on the KS1
playground..

Learning opportunities:
In our Early Years we value learning through play and exploration. We aim to plan these opportunities in our indoor and outdoor learning
environments. Here are some of the fantastic opportunities that pupils at Pear Tree Mead Academy can enjoy:
•
•
•
•
•

A variety of activities and areas with provision for children to access, across both reception classrooms and the Early years garden.
Forest school
Outdoor learning in different areas of the school; our pond, our allotment and our new sensory garden
Swimming
A challenging and enabling learning environment.

If you would like to find out more about the Early Years Foundation Stage then visit this website: https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/. You can also
find out more about our Early Years by visiting the school website: http://www.peartreemead.essex.sch.uk/school-life/curriculum/.

Home learning:
• You can change your child’s reading books in the library after school. We will let you know your child’s book colour.

• Your child will also choose a sharing book in school. They will take this home, this is a story book which you can
enjoy reading together.
• Your child will also bring home a set of rainbow words , these are given approximately once a half term. Please
practise reading and writing these words frequently at home.
• We may set challenges on Tapestry for you to complete.
• We ask for any of the learning above to be recorded in your reading journal at home.

Useful websites:
These are some useful websites for you to use across the year :

• Busy Things www.busythings.co.uk This is a fun educational website which has activities for a variety of early learning areas.
Username-home5826 Password-peartree
• Bug Club We will give you a password when your child starts. On this website your child can read ebooks and complete
activities. The books on the website link with the school’s book colours.
• Phonics Play www.phonicsplay.co.uk Throughout the year we will keep you updated with what your child is learning in
phonics. We will also lead a workshop to explain what we are teaching and how we teach it. This website has games which can
support your child's phonics development across the year.

Sharing your child’s
learning:
Learning happens both at school and at home. We like to share your child’s successes from home
through our wow vouchers. These are celebrated and shared in class and hung on the wow tree in the
classroom.
We also like to share your child’s experiences through Tapestry. Tapestry is an online learning journal
where you can upload comments, photos and videos to show us what your child has been doing at
home. We also share new learning and experiences from school through Tapestry.. If you are new to
the school we will set up your accounts in the first few weeks.
Throughout the year you will also get the opportunity to look at your childs learning books. They will
each have an English, Maths and topic book.

Who to talk to:
If you have anything that you would like to talk about then the first point of call is always the class
teacher or teaching assistant. We are very happy to talk. We don’t check book bags daily, so please
hand any letters to the staff member at the door.
If you would like to talk at the end of the day please wait until children are safely let out of the
classrooms first.

If you feel that after speaking to a member of the class staff you still need to speak to someone else
then please contact the school office as they will be able to point you in the right direction of who is
best to speak to.
Mrs Martin is the Head of Early Years and will be able to speak with you about an Early Years related
concern or question.

Mrs Martin

All About Me Book
We would love to find out more about your child. We have sent out an All About Me book for your child to bring into school when they start in
the Autumn Term. They can stick anything into the book that they want to share with staff and peers. For example; photographs of important
people/places, drawings, writing.
There is also a checklist in the book, please tick what your child is able to do. This will help the staff to understand each child’s starting point.
Please place your child’s book in the special box by the classrooms when they start school.
We are looking forward meeting the children!

Forest School
Mrs McCombie is our Forest School teacher. Our children enjoy working with Mrs McCombie in Forest School
every fortnight from October.
Forest School Ethos
Forest School is a unique educational experience and process that offers children the opportunity to succeed and
develop confidence and self-esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland environment.
Children engage in motivating and achievable tasks and activities throughout the year and in almost all weathers.
Children will work with tools, play, learn boundaries of behaviour; both physical and social, grow in confidence,
self-esteem and motivation whilst developing an understanding of the natural world.

A Forest School encourages children to:
• develop personal and social skills

• develop practical skills

• work through practical problems and challenges

• explore connections between humans, wildlife and the earth

• use tools to create, build or manage

• regularly experience achievement and success

• discover how they learn best

• reflect on learning and experiences

• pursue knowledge that interests them

• develop their language and communication skills

• learn how to manage failures

• improve physical motor skills

• build confidence in decision making and evaluating risk

• become more motivated
• improve their concentration skills

What will I wear at Forest School?
No children will be permitted to go to Forest School without appropriate clothing that will protect them from extremes of heat or cold, keep
them covered to reduce the likelihood of cuts and scrapes and that fits appropriately for comfort.
Children and parents are encouraged to think about the usefulness of their clothing for outdoor activities, and to be aware they are likely to
take some of our mud home with them after the session. In the forest it can be often be cooler than expected under the shade of the trees.
Clothing list: waterproof coat, with hood, long sleeved top, full length trousers, warm boots (wellies can be very cold during the winter), warm
socks (and a spare pair), in cold weather - gloves and woolly hat, in warm weather - sun hat that fits well to ensure good visibility.

We work on the principle that ‘’there is no such thing as bad weather, only bad clothing’’. We do have a selection of spare clothing but this will
need to be matched to your child prior to the session and checked for suitability.

What will I do at
Forest School?
Activities for Forest Schools are diverse and numerous but it
should be reminded that we are trying to create
independent learners who are inspired to try out their own
ideas, explore their own interests and to attempt new ideas.
Some activities might include:

Shelter
building

Tool use

Studying
wildlife

Playing
team and
group
games

Art and
sculpture
work

Sensory
activities

Tracking
games

Using a
Rope and
Physical
Kelly Kettle string work movement
activities

Woodland Cooking on Developing stories and drama, and
and
an open fire meeting imaginary characters
traditiona
l craft

Forest
School
Code of
Conduct

• Entering the Forest We will enter the Forest respectfully and know that when at
Forest School specific expectations are in place. We will explore, investigate, learn and
play in a manner that will not damage our Forest environment. We understand that
we share our Forest School with plants and animals and that when we are in our
Forest School we are sharing the environment with them.
• Boundaries Setting the boundaries is an important part of the routine. The children
have to know what areas they can explore in and also what areas are out of
bounds.
• Lighting a fire This will be done on occasions, the Forest School leader will take
charge of lighting and all other accompanying adults we be briefed before we start.
Children will have the opportunity to cook simple things on the open fire with an
adult.
• Using Tools From time to time children will use tools. All tools have their own clear
code of conduct and will be supervised by an adult on a one to one basis.

