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A message from the Head Teacher... 
 
We reach the end of a very strange term.  A term where the school has been open every day but most of our 
children have had to stay at home.  We were so pleased to welcome back to school some of our Year R, 1 and 6 
children and our key worker group  which grew and grew.   
 
We also welcomed back all the children for one session at school, to see their friends and current teacher and of 
course to meet their new teacher for September.  Children completed an activity at school and had a chance to 
share their home learning work that they had completed.  Children also returned their transition passport and 
wrote a letter to their new teacher.  This was well received by new staff as this is another way of getting to know 
the new classes.  (If you haven't returned these yet please do bring them up to the main school office and we will 
pass them onto teachers)  
 
Behind the scenes staff have been working hard on many tasks.  They have phoned children and parents to talk to 
them, planned home learning packs, completed Subject Leadership work, planned for an exciting curriculum for 
September, planned our school recovery plan for September, completed online learning for professional 
development, sorted out the school library ready for the new reading systems for next year, finalised our new 
homework scheme, organised our new PTM Leaves scheme (more info on this later) and much much more.   
 
More than anything the staff have missed having the children on site and helping them to become well educated, 
well rounded children.  We can’t wait to have the children back in September and we have been working really 
hard on making the back to school plan as safe as possible.  We have updated our risk assessment and worked 
with the unions, Local Authority and followed the government guidance to make sure that our plan is as safe as it 
can be.  
  
We have had to make some difficult decisions for next term and we hope that parents will understand that we 
have the children, parents and staffs best interests and health at heart.  We are going to cancel all parent in 
school activities for the Autumn Term. (Unless government guidance changes) We are currently working on how 
we can involve parents in these activities.  More information will come out to you in the Autumn Term. 
 
We hope that you all stay safe over the summer holidays and begin to be able to do some more ‘normal’ 
activities.  We will all be ready to welcome you back to school on the 3rd September. 
 
We have some sad news to share with you all.  Mrs Durack, one of our MDA team has sadly passed away after a 
short illness.  She was a valued member of our school community and will be sorely missed.  I’m sure you would 
like to join us in sending our condolences and best wishes to her family.  

 
Mrs Peden 
Head Teacher 

 
 



Reminders/For Your Information 

PARENTMAIL 
 
We are excited to be launching Parentmail as our new method of communication with parents from September 
2020.  You should have all now received your registration email—if you have not, please contact Mrs Gleed in the 
school office via catriona.g@peartreemead.essex.sch.uk. 
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IMPORTANT HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 

• Please be aware that we will be implementing phased opening and closing for dropping off and   col-

lecting children from September 2020 which all parents will need to adhere to.  There may be some one 

way sections—please be aware of school signage.  

• Parents will not be allowed to enter any of the school buildings. Thank you for your co-operation. 

•  

IMPORTANT MESSAGE REGARDING ATTENDANCE 

As per government guidance, we look forward to welcoming all children back, full time in September.   Attend-

ance will be mandatory from the start of the new school year. 

Exceptions will be taken where pupils should not attend due to public health or clinical reasons. Process for 

monitoring absence will resume. 

The expectation is that parents should let the school know if a child is unable to attend and the reason. 

Leave of absences should be applied for at least ten days in advance in writing, to the Headteacher and will only 

be granted in exceptional circumstances. 

Penalty Notices will be applied for term time holidays which are taken when unauthorised. 

 

Returning to School. 
 
We recently wrote to parents to let you know that the government expects all children to return to school in Sep-
tember.  We know this was a long letter with a lot of information in and we hope you have had time to read it over.   
 
We know that for some parents and children returning to school will be a tricky and worrying time.  We want to 
support you with this as much as we can.  We have put some resources on our school website that might help chil-
dren prepare for coming back.  If you feel you may need any more support please do contact the school and we will 
do what we can do to help.  In September our family support team will be available to help all children or parents 
who are feeling anxious and we will help the children to settle back into school life.  
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5 June – September 2020 
 

#LetsGetSilly this summer! 
 

The Summer Reading Challenge 2020, which is produced by The 
Reading Agency and delivered by libraries, is Silly Squad.  

 
Children taking part in the Challenge will join the Silly Squad,  
an adventurous team of animals who love to have a laugh and  

get stuck into all different kinds of funny books!  
 

By reading or sharing books and rating and reviewing them on 
the new Summer Reading Challenge website children will unlock 

digital rewards, activities and videos.  
 

Watch our video or go to our website for more information        
libraries.essex.gov.uk 



VIRTUAL SPORTS DAY 
 
Due to Covid-19 and lock-down of the school PTM could not run an annual whole school sports day. Instead 
a virtual sports day was organised for Nursery-Year 6. This included the rainbow Olympics for EYFS and the Sock 
Olympics for KS1 and KS2.  
 
Children completed different activities at home and sent in their score cards to the PE leads. Staff had lots of fun 
demonstrating the different activities through video for the children  to watch on the  
website.  

Congratulations to Poppy who were our House group winners! 
 

 
Thank you to all those children who took part, we hope you had lots of fun com-

pleting it. 
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HOME LEARNING 
 
For those children who have attending the transition sessions, the teachers would like to say a big thank you to the 
children for bringing in some of things they have been working on at home to show them, they have really enjoyed 
seeing the work that has been completed.  

CELEBRATIONS EMAIL 
 
The celebrations email account will now be closed.  However, it will be re-opened should the school be forced into 
lockdown again. 

HOME LEARNING EMAIL 
 
The homelearning email account will be closed over the Summer holidays but will be re-opened in September 
when our new homework system starts. 

FOPTM DONATION REQUEST 
 
If you have any unwanted school uniform, our fabulous FOPTM are asking for donations.  These donations will be 
sold to help raise money for the school.  Please keep your eyes peeled for Uniform Sale dates on the FOPTM Face-
book page. 
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NOTICE FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN YEAR 3 FROM SEPTEMBER 2019—FREE SCHOOL MEALS 
 
Automatic entitlement to a free school meal finishes at the end of Year 2 and only children from low income 
families are eligible from Year 3. 
If your household income is less than £16,190 per year, or you receive Income Support or an equivalent benefit, 
you will need to make an application in August if you want your child to  
receive a free school meal from September.  Applications can be made online at www.essex.gov.uk/
freeschoolmeals or by calling:- 03456032200. 

SCIENCE COMPETITION 
 
Well done to everyone who took part in the science competition - The PTM Bug Hunt! You all looked like you had 
so much fun and learnt lots. Miss Fry-Smith was extremely impressed by the quality of the entries and found it so 
hard to pick just 1 winner from each year group that she had to pick more than one!  Well done!  Miss Fry-Smith 
was so impressed with the posters, drawings, fact files and videos that were sent to her.  She loved seeing all the 
science you have been doing at home!  
 
Well done to the following winners: 
 
Reception - Lily Blyth, Victoria Wloszczynska, Kaylee Richards, Nina Warynska 
Year 1 - Ella Grace Morton, Finley Gold 
Year 2 - Lacey Barham, Zoe Richards, Alicja Warynska 
Year 3 - Louie Samy, Patrick Penzelik, Isabelle Gardener & Rebeccca Iona 
Year 4 - Laura Wloszczynska, Lani Calladine, Teddy Quick and Mollie Andrews 
Year 5 - Grace Quick 
Year 6 - Jonathan Wodczynski 
 
Your prizes will be at the office for you to collect from Thursday 16th July  

MATHS COMPETITION 
 
Congratulations to all of you who took part in the PTM 'Get Creative in Maths' competition! There were 
many amazing ideas and Miss Burke really enjoyed seeing how you have been applying your math's 
knowledge at home!  
 
Well done to the following winners: 
 
Lani Calladine, Dylan Martin, Paige Ellis, Madison Ellis, Jonathan Wodczynski, Rebecca Iona, Imogen Iona 
and Cherry Graham 
 
Your prizes will be at the office for you to collect from Friday 17th-Tuesday 21st July.

YEAR 3 UNIFORMATION REMINDER—SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

As your child is moving to Year 3 in September, in line with our uniform school policy, they will  
require a school tie. Ties can be purchased from Create Identitee, or from the school office for £6.75.  
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END OF YEAR GIFTS 
 
Our teachers and TA’s would like to say a massive thank you for the very kind and generous gifts that they have 
been receiving from parents.   
 
 

September Uniform Reminder 
 
We would like to remind you of the uniform expectations when we return in the Autumn term. 
  
Compulsory school uniform consists of:- 
Black shoes (with suitable heels) or all black trainers (with shoelaces)  
Green school jumpers/cardigans 
Grey trousers, skirts, pinafores 
White, black, grey socks/tights 
White polo shirt/blouse 
Green Hairbands only 
 

• Hoodies are for outside use only and must not be worn as an alternative to a school jumper cardigan.  
• The green polo shirts are for PE only and should not be worn as part of the normal school uniform. 
• All children in years 3-6 are expected to wear their PTM tie. 
 

 
 

 

TRANSITION VISITS 
 
We hope that the children all enjoyed the transition visits which have taken place over the last few weeks.  It was 
lovely to see so many of them back at school. The teachers very much enjoyed seeing their classes and meeting the 
children they will be teaching in the next academic year.  Please bring in to school before the end of term your 
transition passport and letter to your new teacher.  They are waiting to read these.  
 

PTM READATHON 
 
Thank you to those of you who participated and donated.  We will be relaunching the Readathon next year and 
would encourage all of our pupils to get involved! 
 



PARENTS  
WE NEED YOU! 

 
 
We have vacancies for new Parent Governors which we urgently need to fill for 
September 2020.  
 
Parent governors are the parents’ voice on how the school is run. If there aren’t 
parents on the Governing body, basically there’s no one to represent you when 
changes take place.  
 
We need people who are keen to help the school be a great place for our children. 
You don’t necessarily have to be a professional person, or have specific skills.  
 
This is a voluntary role. All of our governors either work or have daytime commit-
ments, and we know it can be tough juggling work & family responsibilities with 
governor ones.  
 
Meetings are generally evenings, and average two per term, depending on any 
committees you are on, plus time to meet with staff and visit the school, often dur-
ing the day but sometimes after school too. In normal times, this would be on av-
erage one day a month.  
 
What do you think? Want to know more about it? Not sure if you can do it but 
might be interested? Do you want to help us be a fantastic school?  
 
Email the school office via kate.townsend@peartreemead.essex.sch.uk and some-
one will get in touch for an informal chat.  
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Staff Service 
 
Thank you to the members of staff listed below for their  
continued hard work and dedication:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff News 
 
This term we have welcomed back Mrs Davies, Deputy Headteacher and Mrs Bolger, Year 1 teacher from Maternity 
leave,  We have said a sad goodbye to Miss Smith in Year 1 and one of cleaners, Mrs Wellar and wish them all the 
best for their future endeavours.  We also say goodbye to Mr Langman, our IT Support who has retired to spend 
more time with his family.   

June Length of Service 

Julia Williams 20 

Julie Thorne 20 

Lindsey Timpson 12 

Louise Burland 8 

Kim McCombie 8 

July   

Sue Forsyth 20 

Julie Gibbons 4 

 
GOODLUCK TO ALL OUR YEAR 6 LEAVERS IN  

THEIR NEW SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
WE WILL MISS YOU!!  

FROM THE TEACHERS AND PUPILS AT  
PEAR TREE MEAD ACADEMY 

 
 
 

WISHING ALL OUR PUPILS A VERY HAPPY AND RELAXING SUMMER HOLIDAYS  
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL AGAIN IN 

SEPTEMBER 2019 FOR AN ACTION PACKED AUTUMN TERM 
 
 
 

PLEASE SEE THE SCHOOL WEBSITE OR FACEBOOK PAGE  
FOR OUR LEAVERS VIDEO MESSAGES FOR YEAR 6  

ANDGOODBYE MESSAGE FOR THE WHOLE SCHOOL 
 

 


