Pear Tree Mead Academy
Newsletter
Autumn 2
A message from the Headteacher…
We have almost made it to Christmas after what has been an extremely busy half-term. The children enjoyed
making crafts for the Christmas bazaar and their creative days and class parties.
We hope you have enjoyed watching our annual Christmas productions and I’m sure you will agree that the
children all performed superbly. I would like to say a big thank you to all of the staff involved who helped to
make the productions so successful. We look forward to the productions from Years 2, 4 and 6 later in the
year.
For the first time we are looking forward to two annual Christmas services at St Stephens church. On the 18th
December at 1.30pm Year 5 will lead the service for Reception, Yr 1 and Yr 2 and on the 19th December at
9.30am Year 6 will lead the service for Yr 3, Yr 4 and Yr 5. Parent’s are welcome to attend these services.
Having talked to other Headteachers this term, it has come to light that we are very lucky at PTM. Some
schools have no PTA and therefore have no school fundraising events for children and families. We are
extremely lucky to have parents and staff who volunteer their time to organise great events for our children
and at the same time raise much needed funds for the school. Thank you to my staff and our parents for all
your time and hard work.
I hope that you have a wonderful Christmas and enjoy some well deserved family time. We look forward to
welcoming you back to Pear Tree Mead in 2020.
Mrs Peden
Head Teacher

PTM App
Please ensure you download the PTM App in order for you to stay up to date with all of our school information.
You will also need to register your handset in order in order to receive personalised messages from the App
(Click on the padlock in the top right-hand corner of the screen and follow the onscreen instructions). Please ensure that you have selected the appropriate channel (class) for your child. Please contact the school office if you
need any assistance.
Please be aware that in the near future we will ONLY be sending out
personalised messages via the APP and NOT via groupcall therefore you will
not receive these if you have not registered your handset.
We are aware that there have been some problems with the app. We have raised these with the providers and
understand that they are resolved. If you are still having problems, please contact the school office. For your
information, we are currently researching alternative Apps
that combine communication, payments and bookings. Watch this space!

Reminders/For Your Information
Access to School Grounds
Please can we ask that parents leave the school grounds promptly after dropping off and collecting children and
ensure that children are behaving appropriately at all times whilst on the school site.
Please do not allow children to play on the outside equipment. All outdoor equipment can only be used with
staff supervision.
We keep an eye on your children once you have picked them. Remember, if your child is in Year 5/6 and you do
not pick them up from the classroom door, you need to complete one of our walking permission letters. This is
done at your own risk and you need to ensure that you have thoroughly discuss the contingency plan with your
child.
Our perimeter and internal gates will be locked at 3.30pm. When collecting from after school clubs, please can
parents collect from either the main entrance to the school or the main entrance to the infant building, depending
on where the club is taking place. Please check with your child’s
teacher for clarification if you are unsure. Thank you for your co-operation.

Ukelele Concert
We are very proud of our Year 5 children who led a fantastic Ukelele concert in their classrooms during December.
They have made so much progress over the course of the term and we hope all the parents that were able to
attend enjoyed themselves.

FOPTM
A big thank you to all our FOPTM members for their hard work so far this academic year. We have had a number
of very successful fundraisers including the Race night, Halloween disco, the school play photographs, the Christmas bazaar and the Christmas present sale. We would like to thank all our parents for their generous donations
which help to support events.
Please join the FOPTM Facebook page for up to date information.

A reminder that the FOPTM page on Facebook is for FOPTM
events and is not regularly monitored by school staff.
Any detrimental comments about the school or posts that
may instigate negativity will be deleted or not approved.
For any school related queries,
please contact the school office between 8.30am-3.30pm

Vehicular Access to School Grounds
A reminder to parents that there is no access to the school grounds via the vehicle gate during the school day unless you have a valid blue badge and written permission from the Head teacher. If you meet the criteria and have
been given permission by the Head teacher, please use the designated
disabled space only. Please do not use the visitor/staff car park as we do not have enough spaces and poor parking
has recently resulted in damage to a staff vehicle.

Reminders/For Your Information
Late Collections
Late collection of children is an increasing problem and causes inconvenience to the running of the school, particularly when parents/carers do not inform the school that they will be late.
Our school office closes at 3.30pm and therefore members of office staff need to go home at this point, As a school
we have a duty of care for children and we reserve the right to follow the guidance set out in the document
‘Protocol for dealing with children not collected from school at the end of the school day or school activity’ [September 2005] {National Network of Investigation and Referral Support Co-ordinators}.
It is unacceptable when a child or children are frequently and/or persistently being collected after 3.30 p.m. and
later. The governing body of this school has agreed that in cases of frequent and persistent lateness a charge of
£5.00 for every part or complete 15 minutes for every child may be levied and parents/carers invoiced for these
amounts. This charge may be implemented at the discretion of the Headteacher. Should this situation continue
the school will exercise its right to inform Children’s Services that these children are repeatedly being left and ask
them to make suitable arrangements for them.

Governor Blog
The governors have enjoyed a busy half-term. A learning walk was completed by governors with a focus on the
curriculum. Governors enjoyed walking around the school, exploring classrooms to look at books and speaking
with children about their learning. It was lovely to hear the enthusiasm of the children around their current topics
and how their learning is cross curricular. During the learning walk day the governors had lunch with some of the
children which provided a good opportunity to chat about school life.
Two of our governors experienced forest school with some of our children. It was good to see the different skills
being used and the equipment that the children are learning to explore. Forest school is a fun and adventurous
part of the curriculum and the children were very engaged.
The governors are looking forward to attending the carol service during the last week of term and have enjoyed
watching the different school Christmas productions. The children did so well and
performed so enthusiastically.
We wish you a Happy Christmas and a safe Christmas break.

Reception Admissions Reminder
A reminder for parents of children who need to apply for a Reception school place for the academic year that starts
in September 2020.
The statutory national closing date for applications is 15 January 2020.
Applications must be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions.
Essex County Council do not send letters to parents about making an application. All of the
application information is available on the website above.

Reminders/For Your Information
Snow Closures
In the event of school closure due to adverse weather conditions, the information will be available via the school
website, the App and via groupcall.

Coats
ALL children should be bringing a coat into school for break-times. They will not be allowed out to play if they do
not have a coat. A reminder that the correct school jumpers should be worn inside. Hoodies are for outside use
only. A reminder that Create Identitee stock lightweight PTM rain jackets.

Zones Advent Calender
The children will have received their ‘my zone zones’ advent calendar during the last week. This is a lovely idea
that we wold like to encourage all the children to participate in to help them to recognise and manage their emotions. Certificates will be handed out for all completed calendars in the new year.

Book Fair
Thank you to all our parents who supported our recent book fair. It was lovely to see so many
parents snapping up the bargains that were on offer.

Staff Changes
Mrs Bolger is leaving us to begin her maternity leave. We wish her every happiness with her new baby. Miss Smith
will be joining Elm class and teaching them in Mrs Bolger’s absence. Miss Fry-Smith will be taking over Mrs Bolger’s phase leader role.

Parking
We would like to thank our parking monitors for their continued diligence and our parents for
following the 3PR guidance. Due to the positive feedback received from our pupils, we would like to extend the
mornings that we are able to offer the scheme however we would rely on parent
volunteers for the additional mornings. If this is something that you would be interested in helping with, please
contact Miss Bartlett, Family Liasion Officer via the school office.

Children In Need
We had a wonderfully colourful day on 15th November in aid of Children in Need. The children were very excited
to have a visit from Pudsey himself. A grand total of £311.23 was raised. Thank you to everyone for their support.

School Office Reminder
A gentle reminder to parents that the school office is open between the hours of 8.30am-3.30pm. If you require
assistance outside of these hours, please leave a message on the answerphone and a member of staff will contact
you as soon as possible. For parents dropping off at Breakfast Club, you are able to leave any monies, forms, messages etc with the Breakfast Club staff who will then transfer these to the school office. Thank you for your cooperation.

Reminders/For Your Information
Staff Service
November
Pauline Robinson

15

Paula Hayden

14

Catriona Gleed

7

Colette Burke

5

December
Audrey Lee

Thank you to the following
members of staff for their
continued hard work
and dedication.
Team
work makes
the dream work!

19

Homework Survey
Thank you all for the responses to the homework survey. Unfortunately a number of responses missed the deadline and therefore have not been added into the feedback. I will be contacting a group of parents in January for
the working party so that we can draw some conclusions to the survey and future shape our Homework policy.

Crossing Patrol Officer
Mr Baron our school crossing patrol person is leaving us at Christmas. We would like to thank him for all his hard
work whilst he has helped children get safely to school. We are currently looking for a new patrol person for our
crossing. If you know of anyone who would be interested in this vacancy, please pass the details on to them. We
will keep you up to date on the new arrangements as soon as we know.
NB:- FROM 7TH JANUARY UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE THERE WILL BE NO CROSSING PATROL OFFICER UNTIL THE
RECRUITMENT PROCESS HAS TAKEN PLACE.

Communication and Management Flow Charts
A reminder that we have our Communication and Management Flow Charts for you to refer to. The Flow Charts
are designed to help you to speak to the correct member of staff. By following this guidance, we hope that problems will be dealt with effectively and in a timely manner. The Flow Charts can be viewed on the school app in the
‘Information’ section.

Rock Band Concert
Children ranging from reception through to Year 6 took part in our Rock Band concert during December. They
have been enjoying lessons during the school day run by an external company, Rock Steady. It was fantastic to see
all the bands perform and the children shine up on the stage! We look forward to many more Rock Band concerts
in the future. We hope the parents that attended enjoyed
themselves as much as we did!

Reminders/For Your Information
Fit bit Trackers
A reminder that the use of activity trackers e.g. fit bits is not allowed at Pear Tree Mead Academy. We will be reviewing this decision over the course of the current academic year and taking advice from a number of external
sources. We will update you should the situation change. Thank you for your understanding.

Head Teachers Awards
Lavender
Logan Armstrong, Zachariah Ayoubi, Paige Bedford, Kayden Clark, Amelia Drzewiecka, Paige Ellis, Lucas Gilbody,
Spencer Hand, Tommy Hayhoe, Bowie He, Rebecca Iona, Finley Jackson, Edith Mihai, Olivia Mooring, Bradley
Oehme, Maria Oprea, Jennifer Osagie-Ighodaro, Rhyley Palmer, Patrick Penzelik, David-Nicholas Postelnicu, Jessica Reynolds, Kaya Sahin, Louie Samy, Macie Staples, Oakley Sweeney, Zacharie Turner, Joshua Walker, Julia
Wojciechowska
Mulberry
Joshua Archer, Callan Brodie, Bobby Brooks, Jacob Chadwick, Isla Collis, Maddison Crook, Harry Fitzpatrick, Ellie
Fleming, Isabelle Gardner, Faye Golding, Dexter Groves, Freddie Hart, Evie-Rose Hayton, Millie-Rue Higgins,
Thomas Howell, Kaylan Jordan-Miller, Alyssia Kelly, Pheobe King, Joseph Lilley, Oliver Montgomery, Amelia
Mooring, Louis Papaphilippou, Tyler Ranson, Ta’Naye Semper, Sean Smith, Luke Taylor, Alexis Wake, Devon Wilson, Lacey-Mae Wing,
Oak
Reggie Barrett, Lani Calladine, Lylah-Millie Cass-Barnard, Leah Cuming,
Othniel Defor, Sienna-Mai Dowling, Elliott Felstead, Jared Fountain, Kenny Kinggett, Maisie Preston, Esme Smith,
Laura Wloszczynska.

Congratulations
to all our children who received
a Head Teachers Award for outstanding work!

Reminders/For Your Information
Key Dates Information for 2020
For your information, please note that any amendments are highlighted in red.
6th January 2020

6th Non Pupil Day – INSET DAY - school closed
7th Start of term
7th Pre- School / Current Nursery children starting this week 8 th –
New nursery children – staggered start
9th SATs meetings:
3.30pm
4.00pm

13th January 2020
20th January 2020

10th February 2020
17th February 2020

Y2 parents
Y6 parents
Whole school

22nd Young Voices at the O2

27th January 2020
3rd February 2020

Whole School
Pre school and Nursery

Selected children
Whole school

Children teach the parents week – Actual Date TBC
Children’s mental health week
12th Siblings Photo day and anyone new to the school
After school group shots for anyone who would like to attend

Yr 3-6 Parents
Whole school
Whole School

Half term week

24th February 2020
2nd March 2020

4th Alice in Wonderland production
5th World Book Day – PLEASE WEAR A BOOK CHARACTER
COSTUME AND BRING THE BOOK.
National British Science week
9th Reports home to parents
10th Parents Consultation 3.30pm – 5.30pm
11th Parents Consultation 5.30pm – 7.30pm
11th Parents Open Evening 5.30pm to 7.30pm
10th and 11th – new menu taster sessions for parents and children

Whole school
Whole school

16th March 2020

20th Mother’s Day afternoon

Yr 1 and 2 female adults

23rd March 2020

23rd LKS2 Sports Day 9am-12pm – Rearranged
23rd KS1 Sports Day 1.00pm-3.00pm – Rearranged
25th Yr 4 Play 9.30 and 2pm.

Parents, Yr 3 & Yr 4 attend
Parents Yr 1 & Yr 2 attend
Yr 4 parents – tickets to be sent
out

30th March 2020

31st Easter Assembly – run by EY and KS1
1st Chocolate raffle, behaviour raffle and Prizes for Easter competition
will be presented
2nd Easter Egg Hunt
3rd End of Term @ 1.30pm

Whole school (children only)
Whole school

9th March 2020

6th April 2020

Spring break

13th April 2020

Spring Break

Whole school
Year 1 to 6
Year 1 to 6
Year 1 to 6
Early Years
Whole school

Whole school
Whole school

WISHING YOU ALL
A VERY MERRY XMAS A HAPPY NEW YEAR!
WE HAVE AN INSET DAY ON MONDAY 6TH JANUARY SO WE LOOK
FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL FOR THE START OF THE SPRING TERM ON TUESDAY 7TH
JANUARY 2020!!

