
KEY DATES: 

30th April - Oak 50 Things Parent 

session 

2nd May - Polling Day 

7th May - Cedar 50 Things Parent 

session 

8th May - Bike to School Day, 

FOPTM Pop-up Circus 

9th May - Class photos 

23rd May - Polling Day 

Half term - w.b. 27th May  

3rd June - INSET Day 

26th June - Nursery Sports Day 

27th June - Reception Sports Day 

2nd July - Early Years Reports go 

home 

3rd and 4th July - Pre-school parents 

consultations 

6th July - Summer Fete 

9th July - Reception visit Colchester 

Zoo 

COMMUNICATION: 

Communication and language development is such an important 

part of early learning and underpins all other areas of the Early Year 

Curriculum.  If you would like ideas for supporting your child’s   

communication and language skills the following website has some 

great ideas; 

www.tlc-essex.info 

TRANSITION: 

The summer term is a very important time of transition for our   

children. During this term we will support all children who are   

moving from their current setting onto their new setting. If you feel 

that your child needs extra support for their transition please speak 

to the class teacher/room leader.  

 

OUTDOOR FUN 

As the weather is improving and the sun is shining (fingers crossed) 

here are some places to explore:  

Pardon Woods Nature Reserve  

The Gruffalo Trail at Thorndon Park  

The Stickman Trail at Weald Country Park  

A riverside walk RSPB Rye Meads Hatfield Forest  

The Peter Rabbit Trail at Langdon Nature Reserve 

Hatfield Forest 



 

 

 

 

This term the children will continue to learn 

about our new branches and will recap on all 

of them (Inquisitive Fox, Self-belief Squirrel 

and Respectful Mouse).  

SUMMER TERM CURRICULUM 

Saplings:  

During the first half term our main topic will be Colours linked to the Elmer story. Please talk about colours at 

home, explore colours in books and objects, and on the way to and from school. This topic will be continued in the 

second half term as well as a new topic of The Hungry Caterpillar. Please support your child's learning by discussing 

the change from egg to butterfly, you could also go on a bug hunt. Speech and language is always a focus, you can 

help by asking questions such as; What can you hear? We also will be continuing to work on manners and personal 

social and emotional skills. You can support this at home by allowing the children to discuss there feelings and     

encourage sharing and kind hands.  

Ash and Aspen:  

Our main topic this half term is At The Seaside. We are working towards a ‘Teddy Bear’s Picnic’ to share with       

parents and siblings. At The Seaside will be linked to the 7 areas of the curriculum. We will also be continuing to   

develop our language and listening skills through stories, poems, instructions and every day play. In P.E. we will be 

developing our Sports Day Activity skills and learning how to get changed for P.E. In literacy we will be developing 

further our pencil control and writing our name. In math’s we will practise recognising numerals and matching them 

to quantities. As well as estimating and measuring lengths and weights. Linked to our topic we will be making a   

variety of animals using a broad range of media from clay, card, paint and collage materials.  

Cedar and Oak:  

Our main topic this term is “In the Garden”. We will be working towards an end product of an Ugly Bug Ball Party. 

Children may come in dressed as their favourite bug. We will link our learning to non-fiction text and stories relating 

to insects, garden and growing. We will explore different skills across the 7 areas of our curriculum using this 

theme. We will be learning transition skills ready for year 1, such as using the KS1 playground, going to assemblies 

and more formal teaching sessions. Our Phonics sessions will continue this term, we will continue to learn new 

sounds and words. Children will be encouraged to write for sustained periods of time, getting them ready for year 

1. In mathematics this term we will be learning to problem solve, including time, money, doubling and halving.   

Children will continue to calculate simple number sentences and learn how to count in two’s. Forest school          

activities will be strongly linked with the above areas. Children will be continue sessions in the allotment and will 

have the opportunity to grow, weed and water this area.  

ALL CHILDREN - a reminder to bring in sun hats, water bottles and to apply sun protection before school. 

Please upload any photos, videos or comments to Tapestry, these support our understanding of your child's         

development.  

 

A MESSAGE FROM MRS MARTIN 

Welcome back, I hope you have enjoyed the Easter break. A 

warm welcome to our new families who are starting in    

Preschool and Nursery this term. I have really enjoyed     

looking through the children's Easter nature challenge     

uploads on Tapestry. It is great to see so many of the      

children exploring nature.  


