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Spring Term Curriculum Letter – Y5/6 2019 

 

  Happy new year to all! We hope you all had a relaxing and restful Christmas and you are 
looking forward to another busy and exciting year ahead!  This year, we will continue to 
focus on our general wellbeing around the school.  Last term, we invited parents and 
guardians in to share how we can improve our mental health by using strategies outlined in 
the ‘5 Ways to Wellbeing’ as well as incorporating a ‘Let’s Get Active’  activity into our daily 
routine such as Mile Monday, Training Tuesday etc.  With regards to our school ethos, the 
skills branch for this half-term ‘Inquisitive Fox’ will mean that we will be encouraging our 
pupils to be more inquisitive in their learning.  We will also continue to include outdoor 
learning opportunities where possible.   
 
This year, we ask that you continue to support the school as much as possible with 
homework and reading at home.  It is very evident that with the rise of social media usage 
and computer gaming in society, pupils are struggling to read more and to access the 
National Curriculum in places.  We will continue to set homework in Sycamore on a Monday, 
in Redwood class on a Tuesday and in Hazel class on a Thursday.  Homework should be 
handed in the following week on those days. Spellings will continue to be tested on the same 
day that homework is due in.  Please make sure that the homework is done by your child 
and handed in on time. We will continue to offer a homework club, which children can turn 
up to on the day and also after school.  We are also available to help them if they are 
unsure of the tasks they need to do.   
 Reading diaries will be checked on the same day that homework is due and pupils who are 
evidently reading at home will be rewarded.  Again, we cannot reiterate enough how 
important it is that your child is reading at home, as well as practicing times tables, squared 
and cubed numbers.  These are essential skills for your child to make progress and they will 
be tested on a weekly basis.  
  
Through our experience topic this term ‘The Greatest of Wars’, pupils will learn about WW1 
and how it changed society.  They will learn facts about why it began and which countries 
were involved, as well as contrast how British society changed from before the war to after.  
Pupils will learn what life was like in the trenches and will read documents depicting this from 
secondary sources. In Geography, pupils will be focusing on human geography and will 
contrast life in France with their own in England. They will also be locating the countries 
involved in the war and the important locations where major battles took place.  In Art, 
pupils will learn about the powers of Propaganda and how it was used during the war.  In 
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D.T., pupils will be designing and making soldier’s pouches using sewing skills. In Music, they 
will be focusing on music during WW1 and will write and compose their own pieces to reflect 
specific sentiments.  
 
 In Science, pupils will be learning about Forces and Gravity and will be carrying out 
interesting experiments to test certain theories.  In the latter half of this term, pupils will be 
investigating Electricity as well as creating their own electrical circuit boards.  ICT this term 
will focus on web developing skills and market research skills. In  PSHE, pupils will be learning 
about responsibility and roles in society, as well as looking at what skills are necessary for 
specific jobs.  In R.E, pupils will be learning about Christianity and Judaism, and in French, 
pupils will learn how to order food and drink.   
 
In English, we will be looking at a whole range of genres, including non - chronological 
reports, fantasy story writing, poetry and persuasive writing. By exploring various texts 
during English sessions, we will give the children the opportunity to discover and experience 
various different styles of writing for themselves, whilst comparing and contrasting. In the 
next few weeks, we will also be focusing on speaking and listening skills in the form of 
debating and speech.   
There will be daily SPAG sessions which will focus on spellings or grammatical terms, in 
preparation for the end of Year 6 SPAG paper.  We ask that you support your child with the 
learning of spellings at home as this will help them in their writing.  
 
Maths will continue with practical activities involving Number, Shape, Space and Measure, as 
well as regular lessons dedicated to developing pupil’s arithmetic skills. We ask that you 
encourage your child at home to develop their times tables knowledge, including learning 
their squared and cubed numbers, as this will help greatly in helping them to become more 
confident learners in the classroom.   
  
This term children will continue to take part in many PE areas, mostly game based activities 
and gymnastics. It is essential that children have their PE kit in school every day; this includes 
an outdoor kit – joggers and a jumper, especially in this cold weather. Please ensure that 
children have appropriate kit and that all jewellery is removed for lessons.   
Swimming will continue for Year 5 this term on Thursday 17th January and this will continue 
weekly throughout the spring term in the school pool.  Year 6 will swim in the summer term 
at Stewards pool. We ask that you make a contribution to go towards covering the costs of 
running the pool by a trained instructor.  
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As always, we will continue to develop children’s ‘Growth Mind-set’, by reminding them to be 
positive learners and develop a healthy attitude to learning. As a team, we also encourage 
children to try hard to meet new challenges and push themselves by being more resilient and 
striving to do their best. Obviously, this is a very important year for our Year 6 children as 
they will be sitting the SATS assessments in May, so we would appreciate your help and 
support with homework and revision tasks.  If you have any concerns, please come in and 
speak to one of the Year 5/6 team and we will gladly assist you as much as possible.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Miss Burke, Mr Walker and Miss Warner 
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